
 

 
 

                                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

                                           

 

History 
Curriculum Overview 



 

History 
Our vision 

The History Department aims to provide its students with an engaging, challenging and ambitious curriculum. 
At every major staging post in their school careers, they will have the opportunity to study key events and 
individuals that have shaped the society we live in today. They will be empowered to ask questions about the 
way the past is remembered and will have a profound appreciation of the value of studying and preserving 
our shared cultural and historic heritage

Skills 

Universities and employers are not necessarily looking for students to have all the answers, but they are 
looking for students who know how to ask the right questions. We aim to foster in our students an ability 
to identify, explain and challenge the sources of information they use and then to go on to marshal their 
evidence and ideas into balanced, analytical writing. 

Knowledge 

We have put together a rich and dynamic curriculum, that explores key moments of British, European 
and global history and helps students make sense of the world today and their place within it. Topics 
are explored around overarching questions, such as ‘How Great was Great Britain in the Age of Empire?’ 
or ‘How ‘golden’ was the golden age of Elizabeth?’ Our teachers accompany students on their learning 
journey, and bring their expertise to bear on curriculum design and in supporting students with more 
specialist projects such as EPQ or A-level coursework. 

Enrichment 

The department prides itself on the varied and exciting extra-curricular programme it offers. This ranges 
from lunchtime study support, helping students to develop exam skills and knowledge, to after-school 
and weekend activities and trips. Between the time they join us in Year 7 and when they leave in Year 
13, students will have had enrichment opportunities as diverse as taking part in a Tudor living workshop, 
meeting WWI Tommies in the trenches of Ypres, taking part in a mock trial in a magistrates court, had a 
head-to-head debate with a politician, visited Churchill’s Cabinet War Rooms and stood inches away 
from the US Declaration of Independence, walked the corridors of Parliament , the Reichstag and Capitol 
Hill, come face to face with a survivor of the Holocaust and visited Auschwitz concentration camp. 

    “History is the study of who we are and why we are the way we are.”   

Every student who studies History with us will have reflected on those questions at every stage of their 
exhilarating learning journey. 
  

Agna Chungbang, taking part in a 
summer workshop at the 

National Archives 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwissbqOxffhAhUIBGMBHYcvA8IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heritagearchives.org%2Fpreservation-microfilming.html&psig=AOvVaw2GZ3o3Ig0q1iwkRi-gcB1r&ust=1556704173829707


History - Year 7 
Key skills 
In addition to developing students’ knowledge of the topics listed in the grid below, we will develop their 
skills of research and note-taking as well as how they martial evidence into analytical responses. Students 
will be encouraged to consider which types of evidence are most suited to which enquiry and begin to 
question the value of different types of sources when reaching an overall judgement. 
 
Lesson activities 
Each lesson should offer a balance of different activities to appeal to the different learning styles of 
students in the class and ensure lessons are sufficiently challenging and engaging. Students begin each 
lesson with a starter to prompt thinking and hook them into the lesson, which is followed up with work 
on any key technical vocabulary they might encounter, to ensure they can access the material to be 
studied. The main body of the lesson will include a research element, in which they gather evidence, 
assess its value and reach some sort of judgement. In order to assess how well students have understood 
the material they have studied, they may be set a practical task to complete individually or in a group, for 
instance a role play or a presentation, or be asked to apply their knowledge to an extended writing task, 
such as writing a letter, drafting a ‘historic’ newspaper front page, producing a diary account from a given 
perspective. Each term students will encounter a different overarching question that should be answered 
in part by individual enquiry questions tackled during each lesson. 
 
 Topics 

Term Topic / overarching question Typical enquiry questions 

1 Normans / ‘Was William a tyrant?’ ‘How dark were the Dark Ages?’, ‘Does the Bayeux Tapestry tell us everything 
we need to know?’, ‘How did the Domesday Book get its name?’ 

2 Middle Ages / ‘Who had the power in 
medieval Britain?’ 

‘How bad, was Bad King John?’, ‘How deadly was the Black Death?’, ‘Why did the 
peasants revolt?’ 

3 Tudors / ‘Why was Tudor England like a 
roller-coaster ride?’ 

‘Who killed the princes in The Tower?’, Was Henry VII a gangster?’, ‘How bloody 
was Queen Mary?’ 

4 Elizabeth / ‘Was the Elizabethan era a 
golden age?’ 

‘What would Elizabeth’s teachers said about her?’, ‘Who will marry Elizabeth?’, 
‘Why did Elizabeth murder her cousin?’ 

5 Stuarts / ‘How remarkable was the 
Renaissance?’ 

‘Was James I a scruffy Stuart?’, ‘Why did Charles get the chop?’, ‘Was Charles II 
the King of Bling?’ 

6 Georgians & Slave Trade / ‘How great was 
Great Britain in the Georgian era?’ 

‘What was the Triangle Trade?’, ‘How did slavery come to an end?’, ‘Who were 
the unsung heroes of the abolition movement?’ 

 
 Going further 
To support students’ studies we offer a rich and varied extra-curricular programme within the 
department. In the spring, Year 7s visit Penshurst Place and take part in interactive workshops on the 
theme of Elizabethan England. There are weekly history workshops where they can explore topics in 
greater depth than there is time for in lessons. There are a range of excellent websites to support students 
with research and homework. Probably the best starting point is  https://www.bbc.co.uk/history which 
has a host of further weblinks, resources, links to programmes and interactive tasks. 

 
  

Students in Year 7 also get to take part in our annual ‘Listening Project which is designed to encourage 
them to be both better listeners and to learn more about our living history through the experiences of 
older generations from the local community - and all over tea and cakes!              

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history


History - Year 8 
 
Key skills 
In Year 8 students build on the skills they have acquired in Year 7. There is greater emphasis on source 
analysis skills – questioning evidence for its usefulness and reliability. A useful acronym we use with 
students when exploring source material is NOP – nature, origin, purpose. We also work a little more on 
essay-writing skills, developing students’ ability to write in clearly structured topic paragraphs. 
 
Lesson activities 
As with Year 7, each lesson should offer a balance of different activities to appeal to the different learning 
styles of students, starting with an engaging ‘starter’ activity followed by tasks designed to develop 
students’ knowledge base before applying this information to a particular activity, such as an extended 
writing task, a skills based practice question or a group task such as a debate, role play or presentation. A 
great deal of emphasis is placed on students enjoying their learning and making the tasks as engaging as 
possible, whilst maintaining an appropriate level of challenge. There are opportunities, too to examine 
local history by studying local monuments and individuals as well as the role of women, for example the 
Suffragettes and women on the Home Front. 
 
 Topics 

Term Topic / overarching question Typical enquiry questions 
1 Victorians/’How vile was Victorian 

Britain?’ 
‘What were the causes of the Industrial Revolution?’, ‘Who was Britain’s 
greatest entrepreneur?’, ‘Were workhouses really so bad?’ 

2 WWI/’How great was the Great 
War?’ 

‘How did 2 bullets lead to the loss of 2 million lives?’, ‘What was life like in 
the trenches?’, ‘Was Haig the Butcher of the Somme?’ 

3 Dictators/ ‘How did life in Germany 
change under the Nazis?’ 

‘Who was the deadliest dictator?’, ‘How fair was the Treaty of Versailles?’, 
‘Did life get better for some under the Nazis?’ 

4 WWII/ ‘Who did most to win the 
War?’ 

‘Was Dunkirk a miracle?’, ‘Was Bomber Harris a war criminal?’, ‘Why were 
two atomic bombs used on Japan?’ 

5 Home Front /’Was there such a 
thing as the Blitz Spirit?’ 

‘What was life like for evacuees?’, ‘What part did women play in WWII?’, 
‘Does Churchill deserve to be on the £5 note?’ 

6 Twentieth Century /’What was the 
most significant achievement?’ 

‘Can we write a Cold War recipe?’, ‘Did men really land on the moon?’, ‘Why 
did Rosa Parks refuse to budge?’ 

 
 Going further 
To support students’ studies we offer a rich and varied extra-curricular programme within the 
department. In February, Year 8s visit Ypres and the WWI trenches along with costumed reenactors to 
learn about life in the so-called Great War. There are weekly history workshops where they can explore 
topics in greater depth than there is time for in lessons. There are a range of excellent websites to support 
students with research and homework. Probably the best starting point is  https://www.bbc.co.uk/history 
which has a host of further weblinks, resources, links to programmes and interactive tasks. 
 

   
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history


 

GCSE History 
 

At GCSE, students study for 2 papers each worth 50% of the total marks. For the first 2 terms students 
undertake a foundation course – Crime & Punishment through Time -  which is not examined. The course 
has been designed to facilitate the transition from KS3 to 4 by allowing students to develop their 
understanding of second order concepts such as chronology as well as some of the skills needed for the 
actual GCSE exam such as essay-writing and source analysis.  

GCSE History  - overview 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

 
 
Year 9 

 
 
Foundation 
course:  
Crime & 
Punishment 

 
 
Foundation 
course:  
Crime & 
Punishment 

 
 
Britain, Health 
& the People, 
c.1000 to 
present day 

 
 
Britain, 
Health & the 
People, 
c.1000 to 
present day 

 
 
Britain, Health 
& the People, 
c.1000 to 
present day 

 
 
Elizabethan 
England, 
1558-1603 
 

 
 
Year 
10 

 
 
Elizabethan 
England, 
1558-1603 

 
 
Elizabethan 
England, 
1558-1603 

 
 
Germany 
1890-1945, 
Democracy & 
Dictatorship 

 
 
Germany 
1890-1945, 
Democracy & 
Dictatorship 

 
 
Germany 
1890-1945, 
Democracy & 
Dictatorship 

 
 
Conflict & 
Tension, 
East & 
West, 
1945-1972 

 
 
Year 
11 

 
 
Conflict & 
Tension, 
East & West, 
1945-1972 

 
 
Conflict & 
Tension, 
East & West, 
1945-1972 

 
 
Revision 

 
 
Revision 

 
 
Revision 

 
 
Exam 



 
History - Year 9 

 
Key skills 
Year 9 begins with a foundation course entitled Crime and Punishment through Time in which students 
practise typical skills needed for GCSE study and allows opportunity to develop their sense of chronology. 
This unit is not examined, so they can develop their skills without fear of making mistakes. After Christmas, 
we begin GCSE content which include Medicine through Time, The Age of Elizabeth, Germany and the Rise 
of the Nazis and the Cold War. Each term’s work culminates in a timed assessment, modelled on GCSE 
past papers. 
 
Lesson activities 
As with previous years, each lesson offers a balance of different activities to appeal to the different 
learning styles of students, starting with an engaging ‘starter’ activity followed by tasks designed to 
develop students’ knowledge base before applying this information to a particular activity, such as an 
extended writing task, a skills based practice question or a group task such as a debate, role play or 
presentation. A great deal of emphasis is placed on students enjoying their learning and making the tasks 
as engaging as possible, whilst maintaining an appropriate level of challenge. There are also opportunities 
to take learning further with extension research and reading tasks and recommended sites to visit. 
 
 Topics 

Term Topic / overarching question Typical enquiry questions 
1 Introduction to Crime & 

Punishment / Medieval-Georgian 
times 

‘How nasty were the Normans?’, ‘Why were people tortured 
in the Tudor period?’, ‘Which witch was a witch?’ 

2 Continuing Crime and Punishment 
/Victorian -Modern times 

‘Why was Jack the Ripper never caught?’, ‘Were the 
Suffragettes right to use violence?’, ‘How did the world 
change after 9/11?’ 

3 Medicine through Time/ Middle 
Ages – Early Modern Era 

‘How safe was medieval surgery?’, ‘How did people react to 
the Black Death?’, ‘Who was the greatest medical megastar 
of the Renaissance?’ 

4 Medicine through Time/ Early-
Modern-Industrial 

‘Who was John Hunter?’, ‘How did Jenner defeat smallpox?’, 
‘Why did London stink?’ 

5 Medicine through Time / 
Twentieth Century 

‘What price would you put on mould?’, ‘How did surgery 
improve in the C20th?’, ‘Do alternative medicines really 
work?’ 

6 Elizabeth / Court & Parliament ‘Who was Elizabeth?’, ‘Why was it difficult to be a female 
ruler?’, ‘How dangerous were rebellions?’ 

 
 Going further 
To support students’ studies we offer a rich and varied extra-curricular programme within the 
department. In the autumn term, Year 9 have the chance to visit the London Dungeons and take part in a 
Jack the Ripper tour. There are weekly history workshops, where they can explore topics in greater depth 
than there is time for in lessons. There are a range of excellent websites to support students with research 
and homework. Probably the best starting point is  https://www.bbc.co.uk/history which has a host of 
further weblinks, resources, links to programmes and interactive tasks.. It might be worth looking at the 
exam board website  (AQA) for details on the specification and additional resources for students, such as 
sample papers. Your daughter will aslo be given a pack of practice papers and a tailor-made revision guide. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history


History - Year 10 
 
Key skills 
Year 10 is the second year of our three-year GCSE History course. We continue with our work on Elizabeth 
before moving on to look at Germany under Weimar and the Rise of the Nazi Party. The focus on practising 
key skills of source analysis and essay writing is maintained with regular assessments, peer- and teacher 
assessed questions and factual knowledge reviews. We focus particular on how to evaluate the utility of 
sources and also how to decide whether interpretations of the past are convincing or not. 
 
Lesson activities 
As with previous years, each lesson offers a balance of different activities to appeal to the different 
learning styles of students, starting with an engaging ‘starter’ activity followed by tasks designed to 
develop students’ knowledge base before applying this information to a particular activity, such as an 
extended writing task, a skills based practice question or a group task such as a debate, role play or 
presentation. A great deal of emphasis is placed on students enjoying their learning and making the tasks 
as engaging as possible, whilst maintaining an appropriate level of challenge. There are also opportunities 
to take learning further with extension research and reading tasks and recommended sites to visit. 
 
 Topics 

Term Topic / overarching 
question 

Typical enquiry questions 

1 Elizabeth / Troubles at 
Home and Abroad 

‘How far was the Elizabethan Age a golden one?’, ‘How did 
people react to religious changes?’, ‘Was England lucky to win 

against the Spanish Armada?’ 
2 Elizabeth / Historic 

Environment 
This topic replaces the old-style coursework. Students study an 

historical location such as a country house, Shakespeare’s Globe 
etc. to see what such locations can reveal about broader 

changes in society 
3 Germany / Growth of 

Democracy 
‘What was Germany like before WWI?’, ‘Why did German hate 

the Treaty of Versailles?, ‘To what extent were the 1920s a 
Golden Age?’ 

4 Germany / Great 
Depression 

‘Why did the Nazis grow in power?’, ‘How did Hitler become a 
dictator so quickly?’, ‘What happened during the Night of the 

Long Knives?’ 
5 Germany / Life under the 

Nazis 
‘Were ordinary Germans better off?’, ‘How did the Lives of 

Young People Change?’, ‘What was life like for women? 
6 Germany / WWII ‘Who was on Hitler’s hate list?’, ‘What was Total War?’, ‘How 

did the Nazis arrive at the Final Solution?’ 
 
 Going further 
To support students’ studies we offer a rich and varied extra-curricular programme within the 
department. In Year 10 students have the chance to take part in a weekend trip related to their studies. 
In the past this has either involved a trip to London to examine themes related to Medicine through Time 
or a trip to Portsmouth & Hampton Court to see the Mary Rose and take part in activities related to life 
under Elizabeth. There are a range of excellent websites to support students with research and 
homework. Probably the best starting point is  https://www.bbc.co.uk/history which has a host of further 
weblinks, resources, links to programmes and interactive tasks. It might be worth looking at the exam 
board website  (AQA) for details on the specification and additional resources for students, such as sample 
papers. Your daughter will also be given a pack of practice papers and a tailor-made revision guide. 
 

 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history


History - Year 11 
Key skills 
Year 11 is the third year of our three-year GCSE History course. We move on to look at the last topic, the 
Cold War before beginning an extensive revision programme. We continue to offer students regular 
opportunities to practise questions in class and for homework. There will also be the opportunity before 
Christmas to sit through a formal mock exam. The students will also gain valuable advice from looking at 
sample work, examiner reports and guidance from teachers who are examiners for AQA. 
 
Lesson activities 
As with previous years, each lesson offers a balance of different activities to appeal to the different 
learning styles of students, starting with an engaging ‘starter’ activity followed by tasks designed to 
develop students’ knowledge base before applying this information to a particular activity, such as an 
extended writing task, a skills based practice question or a group task such as a debate, role play or 
presentation. A great deal of emphasis is placed on students enjoying their learning and making the tasks 
as engaging as possible, whilst maintaining an appropriate level of challenge. There are also opportunities 
to take learning further with extension research and reading tasks and recommended sites to visit. 
 
 Topics 

Term Topic / overarching question Typical enquiry questions 
1 Cold War / Origins ‘What would go into a Cold War recipe?’, ‘What were East West 

relations like at the end of WWII?’, ‘How successful was the Berlin 
Airlift?’ 

2 Cold War / Developing tensions ‘What effect did the Cold War have on relations with China?’, ‘Why did 
the US get involved in Vietnam?’, ‘Why did they build a wall in Berlin?’ 

3 Cold War / Transformations ‘How close did the world come to nuclear war?, ‘What were the 
consequences of the Cuban Missile Crisis?’, ‘What were the causes of 
Détente?’ 

4-5 Revision 
 

Structured programme of timed assessments, review of learning and 
consolidation of notes, exam skills and revision ideas 

 
 Going further 
To support students’ studies we offer a rich and varied extra-curricular programme within the 
department. Every other year, Year 11 students have the chance to take part in a visit to Berlin to find out 
about life in Germany during WWII and visit key sites such as Potsdam, Wannsee and Sachsenhausen 
concentration camp. With the exams in mind, there will be regular opportunities for revision at 
lunchtimes, after-school and in the holidays. There are a range of excellent websites to support students 
with research and homework. Probably the best starting point is  https://www.bbc.co.uk/history which 
has a host of further weblinks, resources, links to programmes and interactive tasks. It might be worth 
looking at the exam board website  (AQA) for details on the specification and additional resources for 
students, such as sample papers. Your daughter will also be given a pack of practice papers and a tailor-
made revision guide. 
 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history


The tables below provide an outline of the curriculum provided over each year. Each lesson aims to provide a balance of new knowledge, differing learning approaches and writing & speaking 
skills. Some lessons may focus on particular second-order learning concepts, such as ‘significance’ or ‘change & continuity’ as indicated in the ‘ Key skills’ box below. 

Year 7 

 Normans 
 

“How did William 
conquer England?” 

1 
Introductory 

lesson – 
resources and 

test 
 
 

2 
How ‘Dark’ were 
the ‘Dark Ages’? 

 
 

(Ch) 

3 
Three 

claimants – 
one crown. 

Who will win? 
(R) 

4 
 

How did 
William win 
the battle of 

Hastings? 
(C) 

5 
Does the 
Bayeux 

Tapestry tell 
us what really 
happened at 

Hastings? 
(SA) (C) 

6 
How did the 
‘Domesday’ 
Book get its 

name? 
(Sig) 

7 
How did 

William use 
land to 

control his 
people?  

(R) 

8 
What other 
methods did 

William use to 
control 

England? 
(SA) 

9 
Assessment prep 

–  
How to write an 

essay 
(R) 

10 
Revision & 
assessment 

prep 

11 
Assessment 

12 
Assessment feedback  

Medieval Britain 
 

“Who had the 
power in Medieval 

Britain?” 
 

 
Who had the 

power ? 
 

Overview of 
Key events 

(Ch) 
 

 
Who came out 

on top? 
Henry v Becket 

(I)  

 
How bad was 

‘bad King 
John?’ King 

John & Magna 
Carta 

(I) 

 
Is parliament 

any better 
today?  

(Ch) 

 
How deadly 

was the Black 
Death? 

(Ch) 

 
Who suffered 
the most from 

the Black 
Death? 

(I) 

 
Why did the 

peasants 
revolt? 

 
(C) 

 
How powerful 

were the 
monasteries? 
Day in the life 

of a monk 
(Sig) 

 
How powerful 

were women in 
Medieval Britain?  

(SA) 

 
 Revision & 
assessment 

prep 

 
Assessment 

 
Assessment feedback 

Tudors 
 

“Why was Tudor 
England like a 

roller coaster ride? 

 
Why was 

there civil war 
in England? -
The Wars of 

the Roses 
(C) 

 
Who killed the 
princes in the 

tower? 
(I) 
 

 
Was Henry Vll 

a gangster? 
 

(I) 
 

 
Was Henry Vll 

a gangster? 
 

Rap battles 
(I) 
 

 
How do you 

solve a 
problem like 
Catherine? 

(C) 
 

 
Why did Henry 

dissolve the 
monasteries? 

(C) 
 

 
How did 

religious life 
change under 

Edward VI 
 

 (Ch) 

 
How ‘bloody’ 
was Queen 

Mary? 
 
 

(SA) (I) (Ch) 

 
What was 
Elizabeth’s 

‘Middle Way’? 
 
 

(Ch) 

 
Revision & 
assessment 

prep 
 

 
Assessment 

 
Assessment feedback 

Elizabeth 
 

“Was the 
Elizabethan era a 

‘golden age?” 

 
Who is 

Elizabeth I? 
(Sig) 

 
Elizabeth I – 

what would her 
teachers have 

said about her? 
(SA) (I) 

 
Who will 

marry 
Elizabeth? 

(R) 

 
Why did 
Elizabeth 

murder Mary 
Queen of 

Scots? 
(C) 

 
Why did we 
win against 
the Spanish 

Armada? 
 

(C) 

 
A picture tells 

a thousand 
words –

Elizabethan 
portraits? 

(SA) (I) 

 
Was the 

Elizabeth era 
a Golden 

Age? 
(Ch) (I) (Sig) 

 
Golden age 

presentations 
or additional 

lesson 
(R) 

 

 
How significant 
was the reign of 

Elizabeth? – 
Commemorative 

plate 
(Sig) 

 
Revision & 
assessment 

prep 

 
Assessment 

 
Assessment feedback 

Renaissance 
 

How remarkable 
was the 

Renaissance?     

 
Was James l a 

‘Scruffy 
Stuart’? 

(I) 

 
James I and 

gunpowder plot 
– was Guy 

Fawkes framed? 
(I) 

 
Why did 

Charles get 
the chop? 

Causes of Civil 
War 
(C) 

 
Cromwell: 

Hero or 
Villain? 

 
(R)  

 
Was Charles 
the King of 

Bling?  
(R) (Ch) 

 
How did 
people 

respond to the 
plague? 

(Ch)   

 
Who started 

the Great Fire 
of London? 

 
(SA) 

 
Who should 

replace 
Newton on the 

£5 note? 
(R) 

 
Presentations  

and 
judgement 

(R) 
 
 

 
Revision & 
assessment 

prep 

 
Assessment 

 
Assessment feedback 

Georgians & Slave 
trade 

 
“How Great was 
Great Britain?” 

How ‘Great’ 
was Britain in 
the Georgian 

era? 
(Ch) 

What was the 
Triangle Trade? 

 
(C) 

What were 
conditions like 

during the 
Middle 

Passage? 
(SA) 

 

What was life 
like on a 

plantation? 
 

(SA) 
 

How did 
slavery come 

to an end? 
 

(C) (I) 

Who were the 
unsung heroes 

of the 
abolition?  

(I) 

The great 
slavery 
debate  

(R) 

Slave trade 
diary 
(R) 

Slave trade diary 
(R)  

Slave trade 
diary peer 

assessment  

Listening 
project prep 

 

Listening project write 
up  

 Key skills: Source analysis (SA); Interpretations (I); Causation (C); Change & 
continuity (Ch); Research & communication(R) ; Significance (Sig) 



Year 8 – overview 
Victorians 

 
“How vile was 

Victorian 
Britain?” 

1 
Introductory 

lesson – 
resources 

 
(SA) 

 

2 
What kind of 
‘revolution’ 

was the 
Industrial 

Revolution? 
(C) 

 

3 
Who was 
Britain’s 
greatest 

entrepreneur
? Research  

lesson 
(Sig) (R) 

4 
Who was 
Britain’s 
greatest 

entrepreneur
? 

Presentation 
lesson 

(Sig) (R) 

5 
Things can 

only get 
better. 

Victorian 
factories & 

work 
(Ch) 

6 
What was the 

worst 
Victorian job? 

(R) 

6 
What was life 

like in 
Victorian 
schools? 

 (SA) 

5 
Were 

workhouses 
really so bad? 

(I) (SA) 

6 
How effective 

were 
Victorian 
police? 

7 
 

Who was Jack 
the Ripper? 

 
(SA) 

8 
 

Why were 
Victorian 
cities so 
stinky? 
(C) (Ch) 

 

8 
 

Revision & 
assessment 

prep 

9 
 

Assessment 1 

WWI 
 

“How great 
was the ‘Great 

War’?” 

How did two 
bullets cause 
the loss of 20 
million lives? 

 
(C) 

Why did 
people enlist 
in the army? 

 
 

(SA) (C) 

What was life 
like in the 
trenches? 

 
 

(SA) 

Was Haig the 
Butcher of 

the Somme? 
 
 

(I) 

What part did 
women play 
in the war? 

 
(R) 

Why do we 
know so little 

about the 
Empire’s 

contribution 
to WWI?  

(SA) 

How did ‘war’ 
help 

medicine?  
(Ch) 

What was the 
deadliest 

weapon of 
WWI? 
(Sig)  

How ‘Great 
was the Great 

War? 
(Sig) (I) 

Revision & 
assessment 

prep 

Assessment 2 
 

Christmas 
Truce 
(SA) 

Harry Farr 
and mental 

health in war 
(Ch) 

Rise of Nazis 
 

‘How did 
Germany 

change under 
the Nazis?’ 

Did countries 
learn any 

lessons from 
WWI? 
Tr of 

Versailles 
(I) 

What are the 
differences 

between 
democracies 

and 
dictatorship? 

Who was the 
deadliest 
dictator? 

Hitler 
(R) 

Why was 
there a 

second world 
war? 

Appeasement 
& causes of 

WWII 

What was it 
like to be in 
the Hitler 

Youth? 

Why were the 
young so 

important to 
Hitler? 

School s & 
propaganda 

(SA) 

Was Nazi 
Germany a 

sexist society? 
Women & the 

Nazis 
(I) 

Did the Nazis 
carry out an 

economic 
miracle? 

(R) 

How did the 
Holocaust 
happen? 

(C) 

What was it 
like inside a 

concentration 
camp? 

(R) 

 

Letter to a 
Holocaust 
survivor. 
Why it is 

important to 
remember 

(Sig) 

Free choice – 
skills work, 
research or 
knowledge 

development 

Free choice – 
skills work, 
research or 
knowledge 

development 

WWll 
 

“Who did most 
to win the War, 
the army, navy 
or air force?” 

What is a 
turning point? 
Overview of 

WWII 

Was Dunkirk 
a miracle? 

 
(I) (SA) 

How did we 
win the Battle 

of Britain? 
(C) 

Why did the 
Battle of the 

Atlantic 
frighten 

Churchill? 
(C) 

Was ‘Bomber’ 
Harris a war 

criminal? 
(I) 

Could you 
plan D-Day? 

(C) 

Was it right to 
bomb 

Hiroshima? 
(I) 

Should 
Churchill 

appear on a 
banknote? 

(Sig) 

What was the 
most 

important 
turning point 

of WWII? 
Class debate 
Research & 

communicatio
n(R) 

Revision & 
assessment 

prep 

Assessment 3 
 

Outcomes of 
War - The 

United 
Nations 

 
(Ch) 

Outcomes of 
War - NHS 

WWII & Home 
Front 

 
“Was there 

such a thing as 
‘Blitz Spirit’?” 

How 
prepared Blizt 

were the 
Brits? 

What was 
Operation 
Pied Piper? 

What was life 
for FSG 

evacuees? 
 

(SA) 

Blitz spirit & 
Censorship 

during WWII 
(SA) 

What part did 
women play 

in WWII? 
(R) (Sig) 

Did the Home 
Guard make a 

difference? 
(I) 

Ration book 
recipes – bake 

off! 
(R) 

Revision & 
assessment 

prep 

Assessment 4 
 

Picture Post 
research 
project 

Picture Post 
research 
project 

Free choice – 
skills work, 
research or 
knowledge 

development 

Free choice – 
skills work, 
research or 
knowledge 

development 

Life in the 20th 
Century 

 
“What was the 
most significant 
achievement? 

What was the 
Cold War? 

 
(C) 

 

Who won the 
Space Race? 

 
(I) 

Did man 
really land on 

the moon? 
(SA) 

 

How close did 
the world 
come to 

nuclear war? 
Cuban Missile 

Crisis 

What was so 
special about 

the 
Windrush? 

 
(Sig) 

Why did Rosa 
Parks refuse 
to budge? 

 
(SA) 

What was the 
greatest 

decade of the 
post-War era? 

 
(R) 

 

What was the 
greatest 

decade of the 
post-War era? 

 
(R) 

 

How should 
Margaret 

Thatcher be 
remembered? 

 
(Sig)  (I) 

How did Cold 
War end? 

 
(C) 

 

How far have 
women’s 

rights 
changed? 

 
(Ch) 

Is terrorism 
the greatest 
threat of the 

twentieth 
century? 

 

Enrichment 

 Key skills : Source analysis (SA); Interpretations (I); Causation (C); Change 
& continuity (Ch); Research & communication (R) ; Significance (Sig) 



GCSE History 

At GCSE, students study for 2 papers each worth 50% of the total marks. For the first 2 terms students undertake a foundation course – Crime & Punishment 
through Time -  which is not examined. The course has been designed to facilitate the transition from KS3 to 4 by allowing students to develop their 

understanding of second order concepts such as chronology as well as some of the skills needed for the actual GCSE exam such as essay-writing and source 
analysis.  

 

GCSE History  - overview 

Year Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

 
 

Year 9 

 
 

Foundation course:  
Crime & 

Punishment 

 
 

Foundation course:  
Crime & 

Punishment 

 
 

Britain, Health & the 
People, c.1000 to 

present day 

 
 

Britain, Health & the 
People, c.1000 to 

present day 

 
 

Britain, Health & the 
People, c.1000 to 

present day 

 
 

Elizabethan 
England, 1558-

1603 
 

 
 

Year 10 

 
 

Elizabethan 
England, 1558-1603 

 
 

Elizabethan 
England, 1558-1603 

 
 

Germany 
1890-1945, Democracy 

& Dictatorship 

 
 

Germany 
1890-1945, 

Democracy & 
Dictatorship 

 
 

Germany 
1890-1945, Democracy 

& Dictatorship 

 
 

Conflict & 
Tension, East & 

West, 1945-1972 

 
 

Year 11 

 
 

Conflict & Tension, 
East & West, 1945-

1972 

 
 

Conflict & Tension, 
East & West, 1945-

1972 

 
 

Revision 

 
 

Revision 

 
 

Revision 

 
 

Exam 

 

 



Year 9 - Crime & Punishment  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 1 
 

“How lawless 
was life in the 
Middle Ages?” 

 

1 
Introductory lesson / 

key skills 

2 
How did the Romans 
try to prevent crime? 

 

3 
How ‘dark’ were the 

‘Dark ages’?  
 

4 
Deal or ordeal? How 
did medieval people 

reach a verdict? 
 

5 
How Nasty were the 

Normans?  
 

6 
Did Robin Hood 
actually exist? 

 

7 
How were tramps 

treated?  

8 
Why were people 

tortured in the Tudor 
& Stuart period?  

Term 1 
 

“How 
‘Modern’ 

were attitudes 
in the Early 

Modern Era?” 
 

9 
Why was Christmas 

banned?  

10 
Which witch was a 

witch?  

11 
Why was the Bloody 

Code so ‘bloody’?  
 

12 
Who was Dick 

Turpin?  

13 
Why were so many 
criminals bound for 

Botany Bay?  

14 
Revision for 
assessment 

15 
Assessment 

Free choice 

Term 2 
 

“Was there a 
revolution in 
attitudes to 

law & order?” 
 

1 
How did life change 
during the Industrial 

Revolution? 
 

2 
What was life like in 
Victorian prisons? 

 

3 
Why did prisons 

change? The work of 
Fry & Howard 

 

4 
Who caught 

Victoria’s villains?  

5 
Why was Jack the 

Ripper never caught?  

6 
Why was Jack the 

Ripper never caught?  

7 
How have protest 

movements changed 
over time? Market 

place task  

8 
Were the 

Suffragettes right to 
use violence?  

Term 2 
 

“What are the 
greatest 

challenges 
facing the 

Modern Era?” 
 

9 
How has crime 
changed in the 

C20th?  

10 
How fair were the 
Nuremberg trials? 

 

11 
How far has policing 

changed in the 
twentieth century?  

12 
Who was Stephen 

Lawrence?  

13 
Did 9/11 change the 

world? 
Wilkes  

14 
Revision for 
assessment 

15 
Assessment 

Free choice 



Y9 – Medicine through Time 
Term 3 

 
Middle Ages – Early 

Modern Era 
 
 

1 
 

Intro lesson 
 

Course 
overview 

 

2 
 
 

Hippocrates 
the Father 

of 
Medicine? 

3 
 
 

How well 
were people 

treated at 
Asclepions? 

4 
 
 

What was so 
special 
about  
Galen? 

5 
 
 

What did a 
medieval 

doctor need 
to know? 

6 
 
 

Islamic 
medicine  V 
Christianity 
& medicine  

7 
 
 

How good 
was 

medieval 
surgery?  

8 
 
 

Just how 
bad was 
public 

health in 
Middle 
Ages? 

9 
 
 

How well 
did people 
respond to 
the Black 
Death? 

10 
 
 

Ancient &  
Medieval 
medicine 

 
Assessment 

11 
 
 

What was 
the 

Renaissance? 

12 
 

Who was 
the greatest 
‘megastar’ 

of the 
Renaissance? 

13.  
 

Impact of Medical 
Renaissance on Britain 

Term 4 
 

Early Modern Era – 
Industrial Age 

 
 

Traditional 
and modern 
approaches 

to treatment 
of disease – 

Great  
Plague, 1665 

Growth of 
hospitals 

Why should 
we 

remember 
John 

Hunter? 

How did 
Edward 

Jenner help 
defeat 

smallpox? 

How was 
pain 

conquered? 

Origins of 
Germ 

Theory & 
impact on 

Britain 

How 
important 
was Lister? 

Pasteur & 
Koch 

Search for 
vaccines 

How dirty 
were 

Britain’s 
towns 

Cholera 
epidemics & 

Chadwick 

Snow  & 
Broad Street 

Pump 

 
 

Great Stink & Public 
Health Acts, 1848 & 

1875 

Term 5 
 

Industrial Age –  
Modern Age 

 

C20th 
reformers & 

Liberal 
Health 

Reforms 

Penicillin 
Beveridge 
Report & 

NHS 

Develop-
ments in 

surgery in 
C20th 

How have 
drugs & 

treatments 
developed 
in C20th? 

Anti-biotic 
resistance & 
alternative 
medicines 

Issues 
relating to 
healthcare 

in C21st 

Revision Revision Assessment Feedback  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 9/ 10 – Elizabeth & Germany 
 

Year 9 / Term 6 
 

Elizabeth’s Court & 
Parliament/ Life In 
Elizabethan Times 

 

1  
 
 

Introductory 
lesson 

 
Topic 

overview 

 

2  
 
 

Who was 
Elizabeth? 

 
 

 

3 
 
 

Who was 
powerful in 
Elizabethan 

England?  

 

4 
 
 

Why was it 
difficult to be 

a female 
ruler?  

 

5 
 
 

Webquest – 
Elizabethan 

England 

6 
 
 

Problem of 
marriage & 
succession 

 

7 
 
 

How much a 
threat were 
Elizabethan 
rebellions? 

 

8 
Revision 

9 
Assessment 

10 
 

What was life 
like in 

Elizabethan 
times for 

those at the 
top of 

society?  

11 
 
 

Elizabethan 
Country 

Houses as 
signs of 
growing 

prosperity  

12 
 
 

What does theatre 
reveal about 

Elizabethan society?  

Y10 / Term 1 
 

Life In Elizabethan 
Times / Troubles at 
home and abroad 

 

 

 
 

How far was 
Elizabethan 
England a 

‘golden age’? 

 
 

Why was 
there so much 

poverty in 
Elizabethan 

England? 
 

 
 

How well did 
government 

tackle the 
problem of 
poverty? 

 
 

Did voyages 
abroad make 
England rich 

and 
powerful? 

 

 
 

How did 
England’s 
religion 

change under 
Elizabeth?  

 
 

How did 
people react 
to Elizabeth’s 

religious 
changes at 

home?  

 
 

How did 
people react 
to Elizabeth’s 

religious 
changes 
abroad?  

 
 

Why were the 
Puritans so 

problematic? 
 

 
 

Why did Mary 
Q of Scots 

have to die? 
 

 
 

What were 
the 

consequences 
of Mary’s 

death?  

 
 

Did the 
English defeat 

the Armada 
by default? 

 

 
 

Introduction to 
Historic Environment 

question 

 
Y10/ Term 2 

 
Troubles at home 

and abroad/ 
The Historic 
environment 

 
Introduction 
to Historic 

Environment 
question 

 

 
Revision 

 
Assessment 

 
 
 

 
 

Location & 
function 

 
 

Structure & 
design 

 
 

Function & 
purpose 

 
 

Famous 
people 

 
 

Famous 
events 

 
 

Skills work & 
peer 

assessment 

Revision Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 10 / 11 – Germany & Cold War 
 

Year 10 /Term 3 
 

Germany & growth 
of democracy 

 

1  
 
 

Introductory 
lesson 

 
Topic 

overview 

 

2  
 
 

 What was 
Germany like 
before WWI? 

 

 

3 
 
 

Germany & 
WWI 

 

4 
 
 

What was the 
Weimar 

Republic? 
 

5 
 
 

Why did 
Germans hate 
the Treaty of 

Versailles? 

6 
 
 

Why was 1923 
the ‘Crisis 

Year’? 

7 
 
 

Uprisings & 
popularity of 

Weimar 
 

8 
 
 

How far did 
the Munich 
Putsch help 

Hitler? 

9 
 
 

How far did 
Germany 

recover after 
1923? 

10 
 
 

To what 
extent were 
the 1920s a 

‘Golden Age’? 

11 
 
 

Interpretations  
questions – 
skills work 

12 
 
 

Assessment & 
Feedback 

 
Year 10/ Term 4 

 
Germany & the 

Great Depression 
 

 

 
 

How did the 
Depression 

affect 
Germany? 

 

 
 

Why did the 
Nazis grow in 

power? 

 
 

Who voted 
Nazi? 

 
 

How did Hitler 
become 

Chancellor? 
 

 
 

How did Hitler 
begin to 

eliminate 
opposition 

 
 

How did Hitler 
establish a 

dictatorship so 
swiftly? 

 
 

Why did the 
Night of the 
Long Knives 

happen? 

 
 

Revision 

 
 

Assessment & 
Feedback 

 
 

FREE 

 
 

‘Work & 
Bread’ 

 
 

Did Hitler 
make 

Germans self-
sufficient? 

 
Year 10/ Term 5 

 
Experience 

s of Germans under 
the Nazis 

 
Were ordinary 

Germany 
better off 
under the 

Nazis? 
 

 
What was life 

like in 
Germany 

during WWII? 

 
How did the 
Nazis change 
the lives of 

young people? 
 

 
How did the 
Nazis change 
the lives of 
women? 

 
What was 

religious life 
like under the 

Nazis? 

 
Who was on 
Hitler’s hate 

list? 

 
How did the 

Nazis arrive at 
the Final 
Solution? 

 
How effective 
was the use of 

fear? 

 
How were 

propaganda & 
the arts used 
by the Nazis 

 
How much 

opposition to 
the Nazis was 

there? 

 
Revision 

 
Assessment & 

feedback 

 
Year 10/ Term 6 

 
Origins of Cold War 

 

1  
 
 

What was Cold 
War? 

 

 

2  
 
 

How different 
are Capitalism 

& 
Communism? 

 

3 
 
 

How did the 
world react to 

the Russia 
Revolution? 

 

 

4 
 
 

What were 
East-West 

relations like 
at the end of 

WWII? 
 

5 
 

What was 
achieved by 

the 
Yalta & 

Potsdam 
Conferences? 

 

6 
 
 

What effect 
did the atomic 
bomb have? 

7 
 
 

Did Churchill’s 
Iron Curtain 

speech change 
superpower 
relations? 

8 
 

What were the 
Truman 

doctrine and 
the Marshall 

Plan? 

9 
 
 

Why did Stalin 
Blockade 
Berlin? 

 

10 
 
 

How 
successful was 

the Berlin 
Airlift? 

11 
 
 

Revision 

12 
 
 

Assessment & 
Feedback 

 

 



Year 11  - Cold War & Revision 
 

 
Year 11/ Term 1 

 
Development of 

Cold War 
 

 

What effect 
did Cold War 

have on 
relations with 

China? 

How did events 
in Korean affect 

superpower 
relations? 

Why did the US 
get involved in 

Vietnam? 

Did NATO & 
the Warsaw 
Pact make 

Europe safer? 

How did 
tensions 
increase 

Space Race & 
the Arms Race? 

 

 
 

Why was there 
an uprising in 

Hungary? 
 
 

Were there 
really reds 

under 
American 

beds? 

How critical 
was the U2 

Crisis? 
 

Why was Berlin 
a divided city? 

 

What impact 
did Kennedy’s 

visit to Berlin in 
1963 have? 

Why weren’t 
the Americans 

happy with 
Castro’s 

revolution in 
Cuba? 

How close did 
the world come 
to nuclear war 

in 1962 

Year 11/ Term 2 
 
 

Trans-formation 
of Cold War 

 
What were the 
consequences 
of the Cuban 
Missile Crisis? 

 
What 

happened 
during the 

Prague Spring? 
 

What was the 
Brezhnev 
Doctrine? 

 
Why did people 
want détente 
by the end of 

the 60s? 

 
How successful 
was détente? 

Revision Revision Revision Revision Revision 
 

Revision 
 

Assessment & 
feedback 

 

 
Year 11/ Terms 

3 & 4 
 

Revision & 
practice papers 

            

 

 

 

 

 



A-level History 

At A-level, students study for 2 examined papers each worth 40% of the total marks and a piece of coursework of 3,000-3,500 words worth the remaining 20% 
of the marks. The examined papers comprise a breadth study of British History, The Tudors (1485-1603) and a European depth study, The Russian Revolution 

and its aftermath (1917-53). The coursework is a world study, taught across two years, exploring themes related to the rise of civil rights in America (1863-
1968). Skills acquired in relation to the examined papers are deployed by the students when researching and writing up their final piece of coursework. 

Pathway 
 
1C The Tudors: England 1485-1603 
2N Revolution & Dictatorship: Russia 1917-1953 
3 Coursework: From Emancipation to Assassination: USA 1863-1963 

 
Year Term 1 2 3 4 5 6 
12 

Henry VII 
Background to Russia 

Henry VII 
Russian Revolution 

Henry VIII 
Strengthening 

Bolshevik  power 

Henry VIII 
Stalin’s rise to power Coursework* Coursework* 

13 
Edward VI & Mary 
Economy & society 

under Stalin 

Edward VI & Mary 
Stalinism – politics & 

control 

Elizabeth I 
Stalinism – politics & 

control 

Elizabeth I 
WWII & dictatorship Revision / exam  

 
*Coursework is taught un Terms 5 & 6 in the classroom, after which students work independently on their chosen research area. Teachers will run special skills sessions and 
one-on-one tutorials with students to help guide them through the process of writing up their work throughout Y13 until the work is ready to be submitted early in the spring 
term. 

 

 

 

 



Year 12– Tudors 
 

Term 1 
 

Henry VII 

 
Introduction to 

course 

 
What was 

England like in 
1485? 

 
Why was the 

Catholic Church 
so powerful? 

 
Why were 

people 
beginning to 

think 
differently? 

 
How was Henry 
able to become 
king so ‘easily’? 

 
What were the 

challenges 
facing Henry 

VII? 

 
How did Henry 

build up his 
control of the 

country? 

 
What were the 
main sources of 
royal revenue? 

 
How did Henry 

VII tackle 
rebellions & 
imposters? 

 
Who were the 

most important 
movers and 

shakers 
overseas? 

 
How did 

Henry’s foreign 
policy change 

over time? 

 
To what extent 
did trade and 
exploration 
increase? 

Term 2 
 

Henry VII/ 
Henry VIII 

 
What problems 
did Henry face 

in the last years 
of his reign? 

 
To what extent 

was this a 
Golden Age in 

the arts & 
education? 

 
How much did 
society change 
between 1485 

and 1509? 

 
How far had H7 

successfully 
established the 
Tudor dynasty 

by 1509? 

 
Was Henry VIII 

ready for 
kingship? 

 
How strong 
was Henry 

VIII’s position 
in his first few 

years? 

 
How can we 
characterise 

Henry’s 
approach to 

government? 

 
How was 

Wolsey able to 
rise to 

prominence so 
swiftly? 

 
What state was 
the Church in 

during the 
Tudor period? 

 
To what extent 

did Wolsey 
reform the 

Church? 

 
How effective 
was Wolsey’s 

period as 
Chancellor? 

 
Who were the 
key players in 

Europe? 

Term 3 
 

Henry VIII 

 
What were 
Wolsey & 

Henry’s aims in 
foreign policy? 

 
Why did 

Wolsey fail to 
achieve a 

divorce for 
Henry? 

 
Why did 

Wolsey fall 
from power? 

 
To what extent 

was Wolsey, 
Henry’s ‘willing 

servant’? 

 
Thomas More 

 
How did Henry 

succeed in 
winning his 

divorce? 

 
How important 
was Cromwell 

in government? 

 
How did Henry 
establish the 

Royal 
Supremacy? 

 
To what extent 

were 
Protestant 

ideas replacing 
Catholic 
beliefs? 

 
Why did Henry 

dissolve the 
monasteries? 

 
What was the 
impact of the 
Dissolution? 

 
Who opposed 
the religious 

change? 

Term 4 
 

 
Was there a 
revolution in 
government 

 
How much did 

the Crown 
increase its 

power in the 
1530s? 

 
How successful 

was Henry in 
achieving his 
foreign policy 

aims? 

 
Why did 

Cromwell fall 
from power? 

 
How far was 

Henry in charge 
of govt by end 

of reign? 

 
How far had 
the Church in 

England moved 
away from 

Catholicism by 
1547? 

 
Review – how 

far did 
intellectual & 
religious ideas 

develop? 

 
Review – how 
effectively did 

the Tudors 
restore & 
develop 

monarchy? 

 
Review – how 
effectively was 

England 
governed? 

 
Review – how 
did relations 
with foreign 

powers 
change? 

 
Review - how 

did English 
society & the 

economy 
change? 

 
Revision 

 

 

 

 

 Key themes: powers of the monarchy; governance; foreign relations; society & economy; religious & 
intellectual ideas; key individuals & groups in society 



Y13 – Tudors 

 

Term 1 
 

Edward VI/Mary 

1. 
Review of 
learning 

2. 
What Edward 
such a weak 

king? 

3. 
What were the 
achievements/f

ailures of 
Somerset’s 

religious 
reforms? 

4. 
How successful 
was Somerset’s 

foreign & 
domestic policy 

5. 
How much 

opposition was 
there to 

Somerset’s 
regency? 

6. 
How Protestant 

did England 
become under 
Northumberlan

d? 

7. 
How successful 
was foreign & 

domestic policy 
under 

Northumberlan
d? 

8. 
How much of a 

succession 
crisis was there 

in 1553? 

9. 
What impact 

did Mary’s 
religious 

polices have? 

10. 
How popular 

was the 
Spanish 

marriage? 

11. 
How effective 

was foreign 
policy under 

Mary? 

12. 
Revision / 

Assessment 

Term 2 
 

Elizabeth 

 
Was there a 
mid-Tudor 

crisis? 

 
How did 

Elizabeth’s 
character 
shape her 
policies? 

 
How did 
Elizabeth 

consolidate 
power on her 

accession? 

 
What shaped 
the religious 
settlement? 

 
What kind of 
Church did 
Elizabeth 
establish? 

 
Why was the 

marriage issue 
so important? 

 
Was there a 
crisis in mid-

Tudor society? 

 
What effect did 
problems with 
the economy 
have on the 

Tudors? 

 
How well did 

the Tudors deal 
with the 

problem of 
poverty? 

 
Was there a 
mid-Tudor 

crisis? 

 
Revision/ 

Assessment 

 
Free choice / 
coursework 

Term 3 
 

Elizabeth 

What methods 
did Elizabeth 

use to enhance 
her image? 

 
How important 
was the court 
in enhancing 
her image? 

 
To what extent 

was this a 
golden age? 

 
Why was the 

Privy Council so 
important? 

 
How was local 
government 
organised? 

 
How good 

were rels with 
Elizabeth & 
Parliament? 

 
How serious 

were 
Elizabeth’s 

financial 
problems? 

 
How successful 
was Elizabeth 
in maintaining 

a unified 
Church? 

 
How great a 

threat were the 
Puritans? 

 
Why did the 

English Church 
survive? 

 
Revision/ 

Assessment 

 
Free choice / 
coursework 

Term 4 
 

Elizabeth 
 

 
Why was Mary 

Q of Scots a 
threat? 

 
Why did 
tensions 

increase with 
Spain? 

 
Spanish 
Armada 

 
How successful 

was trade & 
exploration? 

 
How far was 
Elizabeth to 

blame for later 
problems? 

 
How good was 

Elizabeth’s 
legacy? 

 
Revision/ 

Assessment 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

Term 5 & 6 
 

Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 

 

 



 

 

Y12 – Russia 

 

 

Term 1 
Dissent and 
Revolution 

1 
Introduction 
to A-level and 
Russia in 
1800s 

2 
Witte and the 
Great Spurt 

3 
1905 Revolution 
and Dumas 

4 
Opposition 
groups 

5 
Tsar Nicholas 
and political 
authority 

6 
The Russian 
war effort 

7 
Economy, 
society and 
discontent 
in Russia 

8 
Causes and 
events on 
February 
revolution 

9 
Issues of 
leadership and 
the Tsars 
abdication 

10 
The 
establishment 
of dual 
authority 

11 
Revision 

12 
Assessment 

Term 2: 
Dissent and 
Revolution 
and Bolshevik 
consolidation 

The return of 
Lenin and the 
April Theses 

The July Days 
and the 
Kornilov coup 

Preparation for 
revolution 

Causes and 
extent of the 
October 
revolution 

Establishment 
and 
consolidation 
of the 
Bolshevik 
authority 

Lenin’s 
decrees 

One party 
control and 
the removal 
of the 
constituent 
assembly 

Ending 
involvement 
in the First 
World War 

Consolidation 
of the one 
party state 

Free choice Revision Assessment 

Term 3: 
Bolshevik 
consolidation 

Causes of the 
Civil War 

The role of 
Trotsky and 
reasons for 
victory 

Government 
control in 
wartime 

State 
capitalism 
and 
conditions 
during the 
civil war 

War 
communism 

The red 
terror 

The New 
Economic 
Policy 

Revision Assessment Foreign 
intervention in 
the civil war 

The 
Comintern 

The Russo-
Polish War 

Term 4: 
Bolshevik 
consolidation  
and Stalin’s 
rise to power 

The Treaty of 
Rapallo and 
the Zinoviev 
letter 

Lenin’s rule by 
1924 

The power 
vacuum and 
Lenin’s 
testament 

Divisions and 
contenders: 
Stalin 

Divisions and 
contenders: 
the left + 
ideologies 

Divisions and 
contenders: 
the right + 
ideologies 

How and 
why Stalin 
won: 
defeating 
the left 

How and why 
Stalin won: 
defeating the 
right 

The outcome 
for the other 
contenders 

Free choice Revision Assessment 

Term 5: 
Economy and 
Society 

Problems 
with the 
economy and 
reasons for 
the ‘Great 
Turn’ 

Reason for and 
stages of 
collectivisation 

Success/ 
failure and 
impact of 
collectivisation 

Organisation 
of 5 year 
plans and 
plan 1 

Plans 2 and 3 Industrial 
projects and 
foreign 
intervention 

Use of 
foreigners, 
managers, 
workers and 
women 

Evaluation of 
the 5 year 
plans 

Stalin’s 
attitude to 
foreign 
powers and 
changes to 
Comintern 

Free choice Revision Assessment 

Term 6: 
Economy 
and Society 

Stalin’s style 
of 
Government 
and the 
Stalinist cult 

Literature, arts, 
socialist realism 
and propaganda 

Literature, arts, 
socialist realism 
and propaganda 
(research?) 

Strengths and 
weaknesses 
of the 
economy by 
1941 

Strengths and 
weaknesses of 
the society by 
1941 

Situation on 
the outbreak 
of war in  
1941 

Revision 
 

Assessment Free choice 
 

Free choice 
 

Free choice 
 

Free choice 
 

 Key themes: Historical context to Russian Revolution; Consolidating the Revolution; Stalin; Society 
under Stalin;  Terror State ; Foreign Relations & WWII 
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Term 1:  
Stalinism, 
politics and 
control 

State 
terror and 

Kirov’s 
murder 

The show  
trials 

The Stalin 
constitutio
n on 1936 

Yezhovsh-
china 

at local 
level 

Yezhovsh-
china 

at central 
level 

Gulags and 
end of 
purges 

Responsibil
ity for and 
impact of 

purges 

Impact of 
Stalinism 

on the 
Church and 

Women 

Impact of 
Stalinism 
on young 

people 

Free 
Choice Revision Assessmen

t  

Term 2: 
Stalinism, 

politics and 
control  and 

The great 
patriotic 
war and 
Stalin’s 

dictatorship 

Impact of 
Stalinism 

on working 
men 

Urban vs 
rural and 
socialist 
man and 
woman 

Impact of 
culture and 
similarities 

and 
differences 

between 
Stalin and 

Lenin 

Internation
al relations 

1929-41 

Internation
al relations 

1929-41 

Nazi-Soviet 
Pact and 
outcome 

Operation 
Barbarossa 

and the 
Stalinist 
reaction 

The course 
of the 
Great 

Patriotic 
War 

The USSR 
under 

Occupation 

Free 
Choice Revision Assessmen

t  

Term 3:  
The great 
patriotic 
war and 
Stalin’s 

dictatorship 

Soviet war 
economy 

Reasons 
for and 

result of 
victory 

Post-war 
reconstruct

ion: 
industry 

and 
agriculture 

Dictatorshi
p and 

totalitarian
ism 

Renewed 
Terror: 

The 
Leningrad 

affair, 
purges and 

doctors 
plot 

The 
emergence 

of a 
superpowe
r and the 

Soviet bloc 

Conflict 
with the 
USA and 
the West 

3 stages of 
breakdown 
– conflict 
with USA 
and West 

3 stages of 
breakdown 
– conflict 
with USA 
and West 

Revision Assessmen
t  

Term 4: 
The great 
patriotic 
war and 
Stalin’s 

dictatorship 
and 

revision 

Stalin’s 
death 

Stalin’s 
legacy at 

home and 
abroad 

Conclusion
: 

Revolution, 
dictatorshi
p and the 

Soviet 
people 

Revision Assessmen
t         
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