Coolinge Lane, Folkestone, Kent CT20 3RB
Email: principal@folkestonegirls.kent.sch.uk
Tel: 01303 251125

NEWSLETTER - END OF TERM 3 - 2020
Dear Parents & Carers
I have just returned from a visit to Kathmandu, Nepal and to the Celebration Co-Ed School. The visit
alongside Mrs Morales Sosa, our International Schools Coordinator, was part of the ‘Connecting
Classrooms’ project funded and organised by the British Council. The aim is simple; to connect children
here with children across the world. The project marries well with our wider school aims, ethos & vision.
Global issues are an important part of the lives of our students, who live in a world where economies
are increasingly interdependent and global communication is a daily reality. Nonetheless isolationism
seems to be on the rise in politics with Brexit, devolution and ‘building walls’ the order of the day. Whilst
the media can often seem focussed on exposing and exploiting differences between nations and
between people, we wish to celebrate the simple fact that, as human beings, there is much more that
unites us than divides us. We wish to celebrate the small differences that do exist between countries
and nations and to learn from them. Through establishing links between our girls with students
overseas, we aim to show that we are enriched as individuals and as a nation, through having a better
knowledge of the world around us. We have a vast array of educational visits overseas each year France, Belgium, Iceland, Washington
DC, Namibia, Cuba and Nepal and see
this, in addition to pen pal exchanges and
our international outlook and ethos, as
central to our international work.
During our time in Kathmandu, we had
the opportunity to visit and work with
our partner school there; The
Celebration Co-Ed School. The school, as
you may imagine, did not share our level
of facilities or resources, but at its heart
had the same vision and ethos as to what
really matters and what a quality
education is all about. Parents may be
humbled to know that one of our initial
cross school projects has focussed on childhood and what makes a good childhood. You may think that
the responses and views of the children across both schools were markedly different. They were not.
Children in Nepal and in the UK both value the same things, their families and time spent with them,
favourite places to visit, friends, pets, memories, food, health and safety… Technology, phones, Netflix
etc. hardly made an appearance.
This is the essence of our involvement with the project. That there is more that unites us than divides
us and if our children know that, perhaps that will make the future a brighter one for us all.
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I am indebted to the students and staff of our partner school in Nepal who welcomed us so warmly. I
am indebted too to Mrs Morales Sosa, whose tireless work in this area led to this visit and other exciting
opportunities, past and on the horizon. She is busily preparing for a return visit from our Nepalese
partner school, including a celebration event (more on this later in this newsletter) and we are outlining
plans for a (hopefully British Council funded) student visit to Nepal in 2021. Mrs Morales Sosa has also
secured funding for a student exchange to Madrid in May and so 20 students will visit the Instituto de
Educación Rafael Frühbeck de Burgos. Exciting times ahead and as a school we are hoping to secure an
International School Award by the end of this academic year.

In the meantime, back at school, a host of other opportunities and memorable experiences have been
offered over this past term - many outlined here. Senior CCF cadets have been promoted to Lance
Corporals, trips are about to depart for Iceland, Cuba and Berlin, The National Youth Theatre are in
school running a masterclass, Debating Society victories, sports victories and of course, the day-to-day
business of school - the lessons, the homework, mock exams, reports etc. all continue unabated and
we look forward to another set of amazing results this summer.
Facilities wise, the new build is nearly complete and we will move in at Easter, new minibuses on the
way, cycle track significantly extended and the school radio station is now moving to live shows and
recruiting a second wave of presenters! A busy and buzzing place to be.
I wish you all a restful half term and look forward to welcoming the girls back to school on Monday 24th
February 2020.

Mr Mark Lester
Principal
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CCF
It has been another very active period for the
CCF. During this term our junior cadets have
taken part in lessons involving the phonetic
alphabet, hand signals and formations, cam and
concealment, drill and navigation.
Our senior cadets must be congratulated on
passing their drill, navigation and first aid tests.
They therefore qualify as a full one star cadet and
have been promoted to the rank of Lance
Corporal as a result. Well done all!

The whole Contingent have just received their first Skill at Arms training sessions at FSG. This was
attended with considerable interest and focus. The training was utilised as a foundation for the training
event at the very end of term at St Martins Plain Camp which the cadets are preparing to deploy on. All
are looking forward to the rest of the year which will involve a continuation of training leading up to
the Summer Camp at the end of June.
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COOKERY
Year 7 and 8 Cooking Club
Year 7 & 8 Cookery club this term have been making:
Toad in the Hole;
Barbeque Sticky Chicken and Vegetable Rice;
Fresh Apple and Blackberry Crumble;
Fruit salad and brownies.
Nepalese Cooking Club
As part of our Connecting Classroom projects with the Celebration Co-Ed in Kathmandu, Nepal, our
students have been learning to cook typical recipes sent over by the students from our partner school.

During the course of three weeks we have learned how to cook Momos, Dal Bhat and Alu Dum and
loved tasting the results.
A big thank you to Mrs Sapkota and Mrs Gurung for their invaluable guidance and support with the
momos!
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ART
Christmas card sales raise money for the Kent & Sussex Air Ambulance
The sale of students’ Christmas cards in December proved popular with staff and their purchases raised
£180 for the School’s nominated charity - The Kent and Sussex Air Ambulance. This project will now be
a regular Christmas activity … watch this space.

Year 7 Students create self-portraits in a variety of media
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A collection of
oil pastel and
clay portraits
that 7S created
with Mr Smith
in Term 2.

Year 7 explore the vegetable sculptures by Kate Malone!
Year 7 students have been making clay pots inspired by artist Kate Malone’s vegetable sculptures. For
most of the students, this was the first time that they had experienced sculpture and using clay we think
they have done a fantastic job! Below are some of their fruit and vegetable creations - we hope you like
them!

13 February 2020

Pg 6

Year 9 cast Bas-Relief Tiles
Year 9 students have been exploring the work of Rachel Dein and her bas-relief tiles, inspired by
imprints of delicate natural forms such as flowers, leaves and twigs. Students created plaster casts as
well as terracotta tiles that they then glazed with white, creating a mysteriously hazy effect.
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Year 9’s are invited to create artworks for the - ‘Cheriton Lights Festival’
A group of Year 9 students have taken part in one of three workshops this term in order to create largescale sculptures for the Cheriton Lights Festival. This is what they have created so far…
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Year 10 explore the barrier-reef… in clay!
Students in Year 10 have been creating a variety of work in a wide range of media in response to their
unit title ‘Marine Art’. This term, as part of the unit, they were given the opportunity to work with clay
and glazing to represent the coral reef and other creatures beneath the sea.
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Silkscreen opportunities enjoyed by all - thanks to school funding
Mrs Rowland, DoL for Art, has stated that “The Art Department have been very fortunate to be given
the funding to be able to purchase a number of silk screens and UV unit equipment so that our GCSE &
A level students are able to further explore printmaking within their work.”
“The screens have enabled a number of year 11 and year 13 students to incorporate the medium into
their coursework using photographic stencil methods. We have also been working with year 9 students
this term to create paper cut stencils inspired by natural forms within their printing project.”

Year 12’s experiment with silk screen printing with artist Sue Batt
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The Year 12 Fine Art students had the opportunity of working alongside professional artist Sue Batt in
a silkscreen printing workshop on 17th December. Students were able to explore the medium using a
range of techniques including paper cut stencils, hand drawn/painted stencils as well as using the
photographic stencils. Students worked really hard all morning and created a number of images in
response to the artist’s work. Below is a selection of work across year groups:
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Year 12 ‘A Level’ Students go big with Cardboard Sculptures!
Mrs Hulme writes: “Year 12 Fine Art students have been exploring 3D media working large scale with
cardboard. They have explored the shapes, forms and textures they can create with the medium in their
own interpretations of organic forms. They took inspiration from artists including Barbara Hepworth
and The Boyle Family.”
“It’s amazing what you can create with a whole load of cardboard and a glue gun! The students really
enjoyed working in such an organic way and on such a large scale. Some of them also defined it as
drawing in 3D.”
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ENGLISH
The Certificate of Excellence
The following students have received this month’s English Certificate of Excellence: Maddie Timmins,
Emilee Piggott, Ella Offord, Abbie Toner, Emily Lambert, Olivia Fabian, Lilia Shepherd, Jessica Burgess,
Isobel Hammett and Evie Eastwood.
Well done everyone for all your hard work this term!
8A’s English Visit to Sandgate Primary
This term Mrs Allingham and Mrs Walton took 8A to Sandgate Primary School. Students delivered mini
presentations and workshops with groups of pupils from year 2 about plastic pollution on the
environment.
The girls worked very hard to prepare for the visit and produced a range of fun resources and activities
for the children. These included brilliant posters, word searches, quizzes and worksheets, all designed
to engage and inform the children. The visit was a great success and hugely enjoyable for all. We had
some lovely feedback from the children, who said that they had learnt new things from our girls. We
look forward to arranging more visits like this in the future.
The students represented the school fantastically well and were wonderful role models to the groups
that they worked with. All students involved were complete superstars. Well done 8A!
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Pen Pal Letters

Students have been particularly creative this term, writing their second letter to their pen pals in
Nepal! The focus was to describe ten things that make a happy childhood and our students went to
town, including beautiful illustrations, origami and mini gifts as part of their letters. Many are works of
art!
We are now waiting with anticipation for our second letters from Nepal, which Mr Lester and Mrs
Morales will bring back when they return from their visit to Nepal.
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GEOGRAPHY

Our Year 12 Geographers have been out and about in the field collecting place studies data for their
Changing places unit as part of their A Level Geography exam. They have spent 2 contrasting days
collecting evidence from a range of sources with which to compare and
contrast the changes in 2 different localities.
The students have been gathering information
from both their local place; Hythe and their
contrasting environment of Whitechapel
London, in order to explore the changes to both
localities.
They have been interviewing residents and local
businesses as well as collecting house price
information and exploring demographic
secondary resources to supplement their first
hand field trip research.
Their trip to London allowed them to develop an
appreciation of the changes that have taken
place during regeneration schemes to enhance
the built environment of London as well as the
economic development of the area of Whitechapel.
They have explored historical and cultural changes over time in this diverse part of the city.

13 February 2020

Pg 15

HISTORY
Holocaust Memorial Day

13 February 2020

Pg 16

Debating Society
It has been another busy term for FSG debaters. We have had a range of whole-school debates from
whether Big Ben should bong for Brexit to should Harry and Meghan be forced to abdicate entirely. In
addition, we have been involved in a number of debating and public speaking competitions, including
the Youth Speaks Competition and the English Speaking Union public debates. In all competitions I am
pleased to report our teams have come away victorious and the school’s trophy cupboard is groaning
with the weight of all the silverware we have accrued. Special congratulations go to our debating
champions listed below and to Mr Hager and Mr Mannerings for helping to coach the team.
English Speaking Union teams
Senior Team - Charlotte Hastie, Emma Cowie and Bella Martin (who also won Best Chair);
Junior Team - Gabby Emerson, Beulah Ashogbon and Isabel MacDonald
Youth Speaks Teams
Senior Team - Hannah Johnson, Emily Carter and Natalie Chwalibogowski
Junior Team - Ella Offord, Elizabeth Bell and Delilah Harston.
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PE
Handball
Our U13 Handball Team travelled to Medway Park last
Friday to represent Shepway in the Kent School Games.
Chatham and Clarendon were our first opponents. Both
teams were evenly matched and despite FSG’s best
efforts, our goals were disallowed for off side or were
off target. 0-0 was the final score - disappointing, but
not a loss!
In the second match against Herne Bay High a similar
game played out. Both teams had shots on goal, none
scored!
Our next game was all about do or die! Against Hundred
of Hoo Academy, who were the group leaders at this
point, FSG had to go all out. The game was a physical
affair lots of contact, all players committed 100%. The game suited FSG, it brought out the best in the
players. FSG took the lead, established their dominance by scoring another and ensured the victory
with a third goal. As winners of Group 1 we went through to the semi-finals, playing New Line Learning
Academy, Maidstone. FSG were superb winning 5-2.
Now in the final against Bromley, the opponents went into the lead. It was end to end stuff, both teams
matched in skill and endeavour. With a minute to go FSG launched another attack and a powerful shot
on goal by Maddie R, beat the GK and at the final whistle the score was 1-1.
Penalties! 5 players were selected, FSG won the toss and put Bromley up first. FSG remained the coolest
under pressure and to cut a long, but exciting penalty story short, FSG won the penalty shoot out to
stake the claim of Kent U13 Handball Champions. The girls now go through to represent the county in
the South East Regionals on the 19th May.
All 8 players played a magnificent part in the victory today, every single one stood out for their moments
of brilliance. Well done girls, such a special day - Maddie Richardson, Maddie Timmins, Izzy Janser,
Morgan Bailey, Frankie Leach, Niwa Chongbang, Sanskriti Gurung and Liv Tordoff.
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Basketball
The following students played against Brockhill last night in their second match of the league. Spirits
were high following the Highworth game last week and the girls took this enthusiasm into the
game. Leanne King was top goal scorer and used her height to her advantage. Nabiha worked hard in
defence and was able to steal the ball from her opponents or stop them scoring. The end result was
32-8 to us - Well done to Charlotte Paine, Daisy Lock, Isabel Jeffery, Leanne King, Mihika Verma,
Muskaan Gurung, Nabiha Hanif, Sarona Tamang, Seshema Limbu, Shenglun Hutton, Tayiba Islam and
Sinead McCann.
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SCIENCE

On Wednesday 20th November we were lucky enough to take 20 Year 8 students to ACS Cobham
International School for an event to promote STEM careers and STEM learning. The ‘TeenTech’ event
was masterminded by Maggie Philbin, who some of you may remember as a Tomorrow’s World
presenter or from Bang Goes the Theory. For the brainiac fans amongst you, Jon Tickle was also present
as an ambassador for the event.
Our girls got stuck in to all of the different workshops on offer, trying things from lots of areas of Science,
as diverse as using liquid Nitrogen to freeze dry flowers in order to make perfume, to building Wi-Fi
receivers and playing with mini programmable robots. It was however at building a gear box from a
selection of parts and printed plans that they excelled at winning a very nice trophy to bring back to
FSG. They also added some headphones to their swag for correctly answering questions in yet another
workshop and two certificates on display in the science corridor for their innovative design ideas. The
students involved were great ambassadors for the school and their behaviour was consistently
thoughtful and kind, as well as embracing the challenges they were set.
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INTERNSHIPS
As part of our career provision this year we are offering our Year 12 students the opportunity to take
on long-term internship placements with some of our local partners and colleagues. We have students
who are midway through exciting projects with local businesses, including Smiths Medical (Accounting,
Research and Development), EatTroo, and Sandgate Primary School amongst others.
Tuesday 28th January saw the launch of our latest business partnership
with Swiss Re, global reinsurer. This project involves five members of our
Sixth Form who are leading a project for the company investigating
financial education and literacy in young people. This is aiming forward to the creation of an educational
resource that will be deployed in schools across Kent, and already initial meetings have showed good
promise for the months ahead! We look forward to revealing more soon.
Young Enterprise 2020
After a successful first year, preparations are already underway for the creation of two new student
businesses that hope to bring to market prize winning products. Over the course of the academic year,
Y9 and 10 students will be making all the decisions about their enterprises, from deciding on the name
and product, to creating a business plan, managing the student company finances and selling to the
public at trade fairs and via YE Market Place.
At present, both companies Synergy and Meraki have decided on their concepts and are making the
first steps to going to market. Synergy is a company focused on creating unique product bundles
focused on well-being, while Meraki will be upcycling clothing to create one-of-a-kind designs.
As of writing, both companies will be at school events in the future selling small goods to raise seed
funding, the capital that is essential to get their business up and running. From there, first stock will be
purchased and websites to sell will be following soon after. Exciting times ahead!
Synergy are: Emily Cavanagh, Lorraine Che, Lexun Chen, Aisha Clayson, Evie Fouracre, Ailyn Gayuchan,
Amelia Gibbons, Emma Godden, Shenglun Hutton, Lois Hyslop, Tin Lam Ip, Faye Kearney, Emmalee
Morrison, Trinity Paine, Elizabeth Sephton and Alice Tomlin.
Meraki are: Beulah Ashogbon, Freya Bailey, Harriett Harper, Isobel Harper, Ruby Skilton-Robinson and
Eve Vallis

If any reader has any spare unopened beauty/wellbeing products
samples from Christmas, or any articles of clean clothing that are
unwanted, both companies would be appreciative! Please contact Mr
Kennedy in the first instance if you can help.
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
As part of the school’s partnership with the Celebration Co-Ed in Kathmandu, Nepal, Year 7 have been
contributing through their RE lessons with an exciting new project called Light of the World.
The aim of this project is to build relationships with
our international and local communities by learning
about two festivals significant to our communities Christmas and Tihar.
The name comes from the symbolism of light in both;
where the deepawali light the way home for Rama
and Sita as part of Diwali and Tihar, and the birth of
Jesus Christ as the ‘Light of the World’ through
Christmas.
Throughout this six-lesson project, our students investigated why both festivals play such an important
role in the lives of both Christians and Hindus alike, and explored some of the many ways in which
people prepare and celebrate – from Tihar offerings to cows, to the Christingle candle!
This included:
 Creating artwork that represent the Diwali
tradition of painting feet. These represent
the goddess Lakshmi entering a home and
helped the students to discuss common
ideas between both festivals;
 A homework task in which students reflected
on their favourite parts of Diwali by creating
a Tihar postcard, which we pleased to send
to Nepal for our friends in Kathmandu to see
for themselves. It is not often school work
travels 8,669km! We are so pleased to find
that our work caught the imagination on its
arrival in Nepal too. You can see the students receiving the work in the photos above.
 Christmas jumper designs that focused on artwork and symbol that truly represent the spiritual
message of Christmas for Christians. Many different examples made the journey to Kathmandu too.
 Learning about how our partner school in Nepal celebrates Tihar through a variety of interesting
traditions and rituals.
The whole department is enjoying taking part in this bold new venture and creating new links to the
world around us and we hope to continue this fruitful partnership in the future.
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NOTICES
Uniform Shop
The FSG Summer Polo will be on sale after half term. They will be on Wisepay from 9am on Monday
24th February and in the Uniform Shop from Friday 28th February. We take cash, cheques and cards in
the shop. There will be samples to try on in the uniform shop. As in previous years, to give everyone a
fair chance at getting the size they need, initially we will limit it to two polo’s per student. This
restriction will be lifted after we have judged the first rush is over and we will send you an email to let
you know. Please check the details carefully if you are buying on Wisepay as the sizing is
generous. Please note that summer polo’s can only be worn in Terms 5 and 6.

Friday 6th March in the MSH 7-9.30pm
Celebration Event of Nepal-UK Partnership
We will have a three course British and Nepalese meal and BYO drinks.
Food to be provided by Gurkha Palace.

Starter:
Poppadoms and two sauces on tables (mango and mint)
Main:
Rato Kukhura: Nepalese version of chicken Tikka Massala
Khasi ko masu: A delicious lamb dish cooked in traditional Nepalese style. With low spices and plenty
of sauce.
Pahelo Daal: Very popular dish on every corner of Nepal - Yellow lentils tempered with garlic.
Mis Mas Tarkari: Assorted vegetables lightly fried in Nepalese herbs and spices.
Plain Rice: Fluffy steamed basmati rice.
Trio of British desserts:
Chocolate Brownie, Eton mess and Victoria sponge
Tickets will be £15pp. Tickets available on Wisepay and/or via the Finance Office
Entertainment
Nepalese and British (FSG) music, dance, drama, culture (Taekwondo) . We are hoping to have Kukuri
dancers and pipers too!
Our own guests from Nepal will also do a dance and students will talk about the partnership activities
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Academic Year 2019-2020
Term 4
Monday
February to Wednesday 1st April
Easter Break: Thursday 2nd April to Wednesday 15th April
24th

Term 5
Thursday 16th April to Friday 22nd May
Bank Holiday: Friday 8th May
May Break: Monday 25th May to Friday 29th May
Monday

1st

Term 6
June to Thursday 23rd July 2020

Academic Year 2020-2021
Term 1 2020
Wednesday 2nd September to Friday 16th October
October Break: Monday 19th October to Friday 30th October
Tuesday 1st September (staff training day)
Term 2
Monday
November to Friday 18th December
Christmas Break: Monday 21st December to Friday 1st January 2021
2nd

Term 3 2021
Monday 4th January to Friday 12th February
February Break: Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February
Term 4
Monday
February to Thursday 1st April
Easter Break: Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April
22nd

Term 5
Monday
April to Friday 28th May
Bank Holiday: Monday 3rd May
May Break: Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June
19th

Monday
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Term 6
June to Thursday 22nd July 2021
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