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Dear Parents/Carers

This term has had all of the normal ups and downs of any Spring Téenhave had sporting
fixtures, concerts, drama productions trips out and, of course, snow.

However, sadly we also lost our Head of Drama to pancreatic cancer. The following is a tribute
written by Sophia Jones, one of our Y13s.

@S FANRG YSG aNB ¢lFeft2NJ+a aNBR .IF1SNE 6KSy (F
scared group of year nines sat in our first GCSE drama lesson. She was nothing like any other teacher
s SQR fole,Rndav& knew from that first day that we were in for something special.

She was dynamic, exuberant, animated, everything a drama teacher should be and more. She loved
pushing us out of our comfort zones, partly because she refused to let us bgliSve O 2 dzf Ry Qi
but also because she knew it would create a piece of drama we would be proud of. Whether that
was the 8 minutes of the lesson in which we would pull the curtains and dance, with Mrs Taylor as
the DJ at the computer, refusing to let us myo about how silly we thought we looked, or the
discussions about human natymhich led us to learn things about ourselves and each other that

we will carry withus forever.

She was as honest as anyone could be, telling us what she loved and whattstiedil in the
AYOGSNBaG 2F GF1Ay3 2dzNJ LISNF2NXIFyOSax Ay KSNJI 6
It was her fearless and fiery nature, her fierce love for the arts, which taught us how to stick up for
ourselves, our beliefs and thhings that mean something to us.

Mrs Taylor was more than a teacher. Everyone felt comfortable with her, you could go to her about
anything, although it was likely that she already knew something was wrong and was coming to talk
to you anyway. She wadi@gend, genuinely caring about each individual and seeing the potential in
us all, but never being able to resist a bit of gossip, whether that was boyfriend drama or school
troubles. Each lesson felt like an escape to a place of creativity, imaginatidmea crazy polka dot
shoes.

We will always remember the importance of bringing birthday cake to drama whenever possible,
and the way she could see the brighter side of everything, even wanting to use the cardboard coffin
we needed in our play last yeto hide inside and jump out and scare us at the beginning of the
lesson. Mrs Taylor was strong, selfless and brave, preparing us for life and showing us what we can
achieve and confront if we refuse to be scared of what life can bring.
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We will miss hegenerosity, her ability to see everything from angles that most people would never
even notice, and her vibrant energy and passion. She inspired us, and so many others, to grow into
the people we are today, anédl S (G NHzf & gAff yYySOSNI F2NHS(G KSNE®

Lastyeay S 2 NHIFYyA&aSR I Wwl OS FT2NJ[AFSQ (2 NIA&S Y
we knew that Mrs Taylor and other members of the staff and student body were struggling with the
disease. We have decided to reinstate this as an annual event eachaythe end of the Spring
¢SNY O06KAOK Ifaz2 KIFLWLISya G2 O02AyOARS 6AGK aN.
already started.

New Principafrom September

Governors appointed our own Mark Lester as the new Principal of the schoolai@8h2018
Mark has been a fantastic Vice Principal and | am delighted both for him and the school.

—rma\_,l Ll

Mrs Tracy Luke
Principal
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DRAMA

Much Ado dout Nothing Globe Trip ReviewLiliana Rynehart

On the 9" March2018 someY8 andY9 studentshad the amazing opportunity to go and see a play

at The Globe Theatre in London. We travelled up on the coach, spotting various buildings and
FGGNI OGA2ya &adzOK |a GKS [2YR2Yy 9@S erafiarriiedS L ¢
at around 11:8am.

When we got there, we got into our groups with our teachers (Ms Goodchild, Miss Gardiner,
Mrs Fenton, and Mrs Brown) and watkto the theatre. Each group had a name of a character from
the play: there was Ursula, Beatrice, Hero and Maety On arrival, we had a look in the gift shop
where some of us bought things such as Shakespeare notebooks and b#dghen sat on the
Southbankio eat our packed lunches. Soon, it was time to go in and start watching the play. Our
tickets were stading ones, which some people were worried about at first, but we hardly noticed
after a while. Thanks to Ms Goodchilho volunteeed as a Stewardwhich meantwe were the

first in, sowe were right at the front andactuallywere leaning on the stage itde

¢CKS LXIlIe& ¢ga @hoitbSRKAWEHOK LR26l a4 GKS aid2NR 2
Beatrice) who were convinced they hated each othatiluheir friends tricked thenmand eventually

they fell in love. However, there was also a villain (DomJeho wanted to cause trouble and

made a couple of young lovers (Hero and Claudio) split on the day of their wedding. The point of the
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play, as the name suggests, is simply that there is a lot of drama over nothing. It is a comedy yet it
also has elementsf romance and sorrow in it as well, which makes it even more interesting.

Overall, | would definitely go back to The Globe Theatre and inlfact going again in June! It is an
experience unlike any other and no two plays are quite the same; you vam see different
versions of one play. As well as this, standing allows you to be right where the action is, the actors
often let the audience get involved and the ticket® also extremely inexpensive.

Finally, | would just like to say thank you, orhhi of all the students who went on the trip, to the
teachers who took us, particularly Ms Goodchild, without whom it would not have happened.
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ENGLISH

World Book Day

Within the English Department, we had a competition of the best World Bookd3play, which

explored how reading effects lives. Some took a metaphorical approach using reading as a window
to see through to other worldswhilst others went down the route of having a tree which
identified K2 ¢ NXIF RAy 3 adeéef Sa rdpymakfthiodghta fedondary.R of 22 Y
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display of books across planefBhese were judged by Tracy Luke who considered her decision
carefully after inspecting all the displays. All staff and students involved received some edible prizes
and the winning class the first of annual WBD Display certificate.

At lunchtime the Endjish department andome B NJ 1 Q&4 KSf LJISR 2dzi Ay | @
ofaweeka 0 dzZRSY G Q& I ONEP ddoks wKichweee $hersBid withahg pracé&eBs going

towards the library. Left over books will also go to the library. Ovyefal was raised which was a

good start for a first time everand hopefullyit will grow and grow each year.

Next year, we aim to do the same plus more, where World Book Day is annually integrated into the
learning of the girls.
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HISTORY

Ypres

On Friday 28 February, Year 8 History students gathered in the MSH at awataringly early

GAYS 2F poonlk Y SIF3ISNIe gFAGAYT 2dzNJ RSLIMNI dzNF
anniversary of the year of Armistice Day (1918). How fortunate we were to set out for Belgium on
4dzOK 'y dzyaSlhrazylofeée adzyyé RFE&@H hdzNJ C{D 02} OK
[ SAOSAaGSNI {ljdzr NEHQU | YR gréke aved KeNtRTBiRwa$ elactly K weéki f S
before the Beast from the East would close the school.

The day began with our arrival at Sanctuary Wood, Hill 62. Wellington boots were hastily donned
0STF2NB aiGdzRSyida SELX 2NBR {Kitd. TNy dppearinadgust ad theils y
did during the war, and have been preserved like so for posterity. We were joined by two fantastic
WWI reenactors who shared their experiences with the girls. In one particularly poignant scene, the
actor captured the uer desperation of a wounded soldier. While sprawled against a tree, his arm
broken, he cried out for help. Year 8s rushed immediately to his aid.

Next,we journeyed to Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest Commonwealth War Graves Commission

Ay GKS 22NIR® CNRY C{DX $4S KIR ONRBdZAKG 2dzNJ Y
Sacrifice. It is a red ribbon carrying messages of remante from the Year 8 dtients, all
GNAGOSY 2y KFEYRYFRS LI LISNI LRLIIASED !'a Dk o NR ST
Al ¢6la GKS FANRG ftAGAYy3 GKAy3a G2 SYSNHS FTNRY
KF&dS I ONROKS(O @SNEA2Y inRdm 306zaLF SECIRwayg irSgirédbytse | S|
ONRBOKSUG LRLIMASE GKFEIG tAyS c2ft1Satz2ySQa w2l R
walked the path down to the harbour, many never to return.
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to Langemark Cemetery, one of grfbur First World War German cemeteries that exist in the

region. Shockingly, there is a masave next to the entrance which contains 24,917 servicemen.

DNI OS t SNNE O2YYSyiSR (KId WSELISNASYOAYy3I &aAriSs
compre&K SYR G KS RSLIIK 2F GKAA g N®DQ

l'a ¢S RNRB@S 2y (2 [ LINBa (G2¢0y OSYGNB:zZ aN& { (dz
1y26Yy 6FNIAYS FILOGad aeé FlI@2dzNRGS 41 ayY W5dz2NRAY
detonated 600 tons of dynamite undenemy lineslt was the largest manmade sound until that
dateeverheadR 2y (KS LX I ySiod ¢KS SELX 2aAi2y S@Sy NI G
S LIINRZIF OKSR (GKS G2¢y>s aN) {(GdzooAy3ITa HINR BARSF
long,f 2y 3 gl & (G2 ¢ALILISNI NEQO®

We travelled on foot to Menin Gate, marvelling at the architecture of Ypres town centre as we went.
Menin Gate is dedicated to thBritishand Commonwealthsoldiers who were killed in th€pres
Salientand whose graves are unknowBvery evening at 8pm, the Last Post is played in order to
demonstrate the immense gratitude of Ypres citizens. Girls searched the inscriptions to find their
own family names and form a link with lost soldiers.

hdzNJ £ Fad ad2L) g1 & uselins | hdde yisited this FilR&GINEnang timB< bRt @a@h a
time | return to one exhibit; a tree. Looking at a cross section, you can see the many rings of the
GNESQa fAFTSd® {dzRRSyfeéesx &2dz2NJ S&S Aa RNlIgy (G2 |
the rings, you see that the damage took place between 1917 and 1918 when the tree was hit by
AKNY LISt . dzi 6KIFIG Aa aAIYAFAOLYG F2NI YS Aa
WWI, but it lived on, its tree rings oscillating through tges, serving to remind us of the amazing
powers of recovery and transformation that can emerge from total devastation.

The ripples of war are still felt by those living 100 years on. | am personally reminded of the
importance of remembrance passed thgluthe generations in two lines frofLy Cf | Y RS NA
by John McCraeW¢ 2 @2 dz FNRY Tl ACKASY T 2KNIYKRTA 04SS dlRkdkNEBg (0 2
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Debating

Impressive, too, was the amount of parental support we had with nine friends or relatives joining
us at the competitionOnceagain,we were dogged by hava-go pickpocketers, but this time they

i

5 SNB
of the aforementioned cakes were stolen.

Mock Maagistrates

Our debating team put in a sterling
performance at the London finals of the
English Spdang Union debating competition
Holly Foster was awardelgest chairperson
an incredible achievement given the quality
of the teams we were up against, which
included the likes of Wellington College and
many othertop-flight private schools!

AlthoughweRA Ry QG gAYy Ay (KS
congratulationgo Halle Breed, Issy Partridge
and Holly Fosteas they were amazing.

I F 3G SNa NINBA LINBYSROG - fortGidatel)N 2 crisislwhsSeell before any

Our teamfought off stiff competition from Kent schools to win in the initial heats feé Mock

Magistrates competition recently.

The team wereTanya PatelAnanya RamamurthyMadeleine Brown Liliana RynehaytMegan
Overshy Lorena LokuDaisy BuxeyBeulah Ahogbon Tiger Quaife Maddie ShawTilly Rehaag
Prachi Sapkotd&ksha Chongbarand Maddie Shaw
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Gold Prize Winner: Tshering Bhutia

Silver Prize Winner: Jemma Gear

Bronze Prize Winner: Leila Ransley
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