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Your Key Stage 4 Curriculum 
 
Over the next three years you will study and prepare for important public examinations.  These will be 
examined at the end of Year 11 with just one exception - GCSE Religious Studies, which will be examined 
at the end of Year 10 
 
The subjects you will study can be divided into two broad categories: Core and Options. 
 

Core Subjects 
 
These subjects are compulsory for all students.   

English 2 x GCSE qualifications 
- English Language and English Literature 

Mathematics GCSE 

Science* All students study all three sciences to GCSE.  
Either  
GCSE in Combined Sciences (worth 2 x GCSE)   
or 
Students who are especially keen and able scientists also 
have the option to study Separate Sciences (leading to 3 x 
GCSE in Biology, Chemistry, Physics)   

Religious Studies GCSE 

Physical Education Non-exam 

    
All students also choose 2 further core subjects from the Ebacc suite of subjects; History, Geography or a 
modern foreign language (from a choice of French or Spanish). All students will study at least two of these. 
Students can opt to study Geography/History and a language, or Geography & History or indeed two 
languages.   

Humanities Choose either History or Geography  

Modern Foreign Language Choose either French or Spanish  

 
You can opt to study an additional language and/or an additional humanities subject or indeed all four of 
these subjects via the optional subjects overleaf. 
 
Whilst language study is encouraged, and indeed languages are chosen by the majority of girls, our 
traditional academic curriculum does not currently compel girls to study a Modern Foreign Language and 
instead we prefer to offer girls a greater degree of choice within their academic curriculum. However it 
should be noted that government policy is increasingly in favour of students studying a language to GCSE 
and indeed some universities now insist on a Modern Foreign Language GCSE when making offers. Students 
then, may possibly be disadvantaged in the future without a strong pass (Grade 5 or above) in MFL. We 
would therefore consider studying a language desirable for almost all students.  

Together with 2 x English, Mathematics and 2 x Science GCSEs these subjects combine to form the broad 
and balanced academic package that our girls will need for future success. With GCSE Religious Education 
compulsory too, all girls therefore study at least 8 traditional academic qualifications to GCSE.  

  

*There is further Information about Science on page 3.  



2 

Optional Subjects:  
 
In addition to the core qualifications, all students are provided with 2 further options. These provide an 
opportunity for girls to personalise their learning to reflect and pursue their own strengths, interests and 
aspirations for the future.   
 
      Students should choose a further 2 subjects from the GCSE Options below: 
 

Art & Design 

Business Studies 

Computing 

Dance 

Drama 

French 

Geography 

Health & Social Care 

History 

ICT 

Music 

Physical Education 

Spanish 

Separate Sciences:  All students study all sciences as part of our core curriculum within  
                                   GCSE Combined Science.  
                                   However, this option allows students with a keen interest and 
                                   aptitude for science to study extra Science to obtain 3 discrete GCSE 
                                   qualifications in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.                  

 
We endeavour to timetable courses such that the vast majority of subject combinations can be 
accommodated and therefore the overwhelming majority of students are able to study the courses they 
choose. It is inevitable however that a small number of combinations may not be possible. Hence we ask 
all students to select reserve options.  
 
Please see the grey options form for further details. 
 
 

Please note that certain courses may not run if an insufficient 
number of students choose them. 
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Further Guidance on Science 
 

Are the ‘Separate Sciences’ right for me? 
 
All students will study all Sciences as part of their core curriculum. They will study all three disciplines; 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
 
This provides a broad education in Science and is the course of choice for the majority of students and most 
careers. Students studying Sciences will achieve a Double Award GCSE (worth 2 x GCSEs) in Combined 
Sciences and can, of course, progress to A Level Science. Whilst this pathway is accepted for Medicine, 
Veterinary Science or Dentistry at university, students seriously considering careers at the top of these 
sectors would, more normally, elect to study all three sciences discretely. 
 
Studying the Separate Sciences provides the opportunity for those students who have an aptitude for, and 
interest in, Science to explore this further and to develop their level of understanding.    
 
This route allows students to gain 3 discrete GCSEs in the three specialisms; Biology, Chemistry and Physics. 
It is aimed at able scientists who are seriously considering studying Science to A Level standard and 
beyond. Students who are considering a career in Medicine, Veterinary Science or Dentistry at university 
are advised to opt for the Separate Sciences 
 
Choosing Separate Sciences does of course mean that extra curriculum time is necessarily dedicated to the 
study of Science. It is a demanding and challenging course and we suggest that students considering this 
option discuss their aptitude and suitability for the course with Mrs Robertson (Director of Learning for 
Science) and/or their science teachers. 
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GCSE Options – Your Questions Answered 
 

What happens at the Options Evening? 
You will have the opportunity to visit the subjects and subject teachers you are particularly interested in. 
Subject teachers will be able to answer any queries you have regarding the information in this Booklet.  It 
is important that you read this booklet and ask your teachers questions about their subjects. 
 

Will I get my choices? 
We aim to satisfy all choices but it is inevitable that certain combinations will not work for a limited number 
of students.  Therefore, we ask for RESERVE options should one of your first choices not be possible. 
Similarly, we aim to run all the subjects that we offer. However, on occasion the number of students 
selecting a course can be too small to make running the course viable.  
 
If there is a problem with any of your options we may use your reserve choices. Should issues arise you will 
be contacted as soon as possible. 
 

Can I change my mind after I have handed in my options sheet? 
If your parents write to request a change, giving the reason, then we shall do our best to make the change.  
It is important that you write as soon as possible, preferably before the timetabling process is completed 
(i.e. a few weeks before the end of the Summer Term).  You will not be allowed to change to an option 
group which is already full. 
 
In exceptional circumstances a student may be permitted to make a change to her option choices in the 
first 4 weeks of Year 9.  Any changes will need to be approved by the staff concerned and will only be 
permitted if there is room in the option group. 
 

General Further Guidance  
 
As both GCSE and A Level examinations are currently being reviewed by the Government, it may become 
necessary to amend our KS4 curriculum as detailed examination specifications become available. 
 
Any change necessary would be notified to parents at the very earliest opportunity. 
 
If you have any further questions about your GCSE Options or would like more information, please see a 
member of the Senior Leadership Team, or your parents may write, email or telephone. 
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Tips on Choosing Your Options 
 

¶ You should read the information on the following pages before making your option choices. 
 

¶ Consider where your interests and your strengths lie.  It is important to do well at GCSE level, so choose 
subjects you genuinely enjoy and are good at.  These are the main examination results that will be 
available when you are applying for jobs or for college or for entrance to the Sixth Form.  GCSE results 
will also be taken into account when you are applying to universities. (Advanced Level grades will only 
be predictions.) 

 

¶ Research which GCSEs you may need in the future if you have a particular career in mind. For some 
ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ΨƳǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜΩ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ 
us do not have a clear career path in mind so aim to achieve breadth and balance in the subjects you 
study. 

 

¶ Find out as much as you can about the different options by talking to girls already taking the courses 
you are considering and talking to your teachers and tutors. 

 

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ƛǘ ƻǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜacher. There is 
no guarantee that you will end up in the same set as your friend or in the one taught by a particular 
teacher.   

 

¶ You will have the opportunity to meet a Careers Adviser and be introduced to the careers resources 
available.  This will help you research your options and ideas, supporting an informed decision. 

 

¶ You are welcome to visit the Careers Library at any time. 
 

¶ Finally, in order to gather as much information as possible before you make your choices, make sure 
you attend the Options Evening. 

 
 

You are asked to make your choices on the enclosed grey form. 
 

This should be returned to Mr Lester (via the Admin Office) 
 

The deadline for this is Friday 23rd March 2018 
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Attendance – Important Information for Parents 
 

Now that your daughter is entering KS4 it is of paramount importance that she has excellent attendance as 
she will be working towards her GCSE examinations in all lessons. No authorised leave will be given during 
the public examination period or the weeks leading up to this. Parents should note that many examinations 
have practical components and/or controlled assessments, for example, Language orals, Art exams, Drama 
performances.  These are often examined by a visiting examiner or moderator they cannot be rescheduled 
and, therefore, it is vital that your daughter attends school at these times.  
 

Why is school attendance important? 
¶ 9ŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǎƻ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀƭƭ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

learning more difficult. 

¶ School attendance is linked to the number of GCSEs and Advanced Level qualifications a young person 
achieves. Research shows that of those young people who have less than 90% attendance, fewer than 
30% achieve 5 or more GCSEs at grade C or above. 
 
 
 
 

How good is your daughter’s attendance? 
¶ 98 - 100% attendance is outstanding and gives your daughter the very best chance of success. 

¶ 96 - 98% attendance is considered to be good  

¶ 91 - 95% attendance makes it much harder for your daughter to progress.  
 !ǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ΨwŜǉǳƛǊŜ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ 

¶ Below 90% is inadequate. If there is no good reason for the absence, your daughter may receive a 
sanction and you, as parents could be issued with a Penalty Notice.  

 

What should parents do? 

¶ Ensure that your daughter attends school every day and arrives punctually 

¶ Book medical appointments outside school hours whenever possible 

¶ Plan holidays during school holidays and not in term time.  The school is not permitted to grant      
authorised leave for holidays. Only in very exceptional circumstances will leave of absence be   

    authorised. 

¶ Celebrate special occasions after school, at weekends and during the holidays 

¶ If your daughter is unavoidably absent, ensure that she talks to her teachers about catching up with 
her learning. 

Are you aware that 90% attendance is equivalent to missing four whole weeks 
of lessons in the school year or 1 day off every fortnight? 
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Careers Education, Information and Guidance 
 
During KS4 it is recognised that future career choices become more important.  With this in mind, careers 
support and guidance will be provided at appropriate times.  This will include group sessions that are 
designed to develop a greater understanding of careers and work related issues as well as individual 
interviews.  In addition, there will be a programme of career related talks which students can choose to 
attend and specialist advisers will also be available at Options Evenings.  
 
Mr Kennedy is the Director for Learning; Careers and Work Related Experience and is the person to speak 
to concerning any careers information, advice or guidance you may need. 
 
If you have a career idea, checking that the subjects of your choice are appropriate is crucial.  Students in 
ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŦŀǎǘ ǘƻƳŀǘƻΩ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ 
range of careers and the qualifications and grades required. On days when the CXK Careers Adviser is in 
School, students from any year group are welcome to attend her lunchtime clinics, by appointment, for 
advice and guidance.  These clinics are advertised in the Student Bulletin. Students wanting to book an 
appointment should contact Mr Kennedy on mkennedy@folkestonegirlskent.sch.uk 
 
 

Help and Support 
 
There are many people in school who can support you if you are having problems with your academic 
studies or in your personal life. 
 
Form Tutor: Takes an interest in all the members of their form, and will aim to 

give support and encouragement. 
 
Student Development Leaders  Will always listen and provide helpful advice on courses, work  
& Key Stage Leaders:   problems and any related issues. 

They will also, when appropriate, assist in accessing additional 
services for advice. 

  
Mentors: Appointments can be arranged to see mentors who offer advice, 

support and strategies to enable you to succeed. 
 
Counsellor: Arrange referrals through your SDL. 
 
Visiting School Nurse:  Referrals can be arranged through your SDL 
 

 
 

If you feel under stress, it doesn't matter who you talk to, just that you do talk! 

mailto:mkennedy@folkestonegirlskent.sch.uk
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School Policy on Assessed Coursework & Controlled Assessments 
 
Some courses offered include assessed portfolios and controlled assessments as part of their overall grade. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǎŜƭŦ-discipline and powers of 
organisation. The teaching staff therefore ask for parental support to reinforce advice given at school and 
to ensure that the requirements are fulfilled. 
 
1) Dates for handing in controlled assessments, coursework and projects will be given to students well in 

advance of the deadline, with an appropriate allocation of homework time.  Regular reminders will be 
given. 

 
2) If there is concern that coursework is not being produced, a letter will be sent home by the relevant 

Director of Learning and coursework clinics must be attended. 
 
3) It is the responsibility of students to hand in work on time. 
 
4) If there is any evidence of copied or borrowed work, no marks will be awarded to all parties concerned.  
5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǾŜǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ own. 

 
5)  Some controlled assessments will take place during lesson time but will be conducted under exam board 
ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  CŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŎŜƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ D/{9 
papers. 

 
6) No credit will be given for work handed in late, unless there is a genuine reason why the deadline cannot 

be met.  Parents/carers should notify the School in writing as soon as the problem arises. 
 
7) A student may be withdrawn from an examination for which no coursework has been submitted if, 

according to the regulations of the board, no grade can be given to candidates failing to comply with 
coursework requirements. 

 
8) Parents are expected to support their daughter through her GCSE studies and to help her to achieve 

the best possible GCSE grades. There are a myriad of resources on The Learning Gateway to support 
students with their studies and to help parents in this role. 
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Students and parents should sign the relevant section of the loose pink reply slip to 
indicate that they are aware of these requirements and will comply with them. 
 

 
THIS COPY IS FOR YOU TO KEEP FOR INFORMATION 

 
 

Please complete and return the loose pink sheet enclosed to  
Mrs Burden, The Exams officer, in the Admin Office, by Friday 23rd March 2018. 

 

 
 
 

School Policy on Assessed Coursework 
 
Please delete where applicable 
I have read the School Policy on Assessed Coursework and agree to comply with the  
coursework requirements of my chosen subjects. 
 
Signed: _______________________________________ Date: ________________ 
                              Student Signature 
 
I/We have read the School Policy on Assessed Coursework and agree to ensure my/our 
 
daughter ______________________________ of House Tutor Group ______________  
will comply with coursework requirements of her chosen GCSE subjects. 
 
 
Signed: _______________________________________ Date: ________________ 
     Parent/Carer 
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English 
AQA 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND ENGLISH LITERATURE  
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700 
 

AIM 
This course aims to develop your sensitivity to the ways in which spoken and written language is used. It 
will help you to read with deeper understanding and to respond to all kinds of literary and media texts. It 
will also give you opportunities to participate with increasing effectiveness in a variety of speaking and 
listening activities. You will learn to appreciate the ways in which writers achieve their effects, and gain 
awareness of the contexts in which they write. You will be encouraged to develop for yourself skills which 
will enable you to write effectively, accurately and appropriately for a range of audiences and purposes. 
You will also gain insight into the ways in which the English language has changed over time. 
 
CONTENT 
The English Language course involves preparing to take two external examinations, and will also include a 
Speaking and Listening task which will be separately endorsed.  We will use a range of stimulating texts in 
order to prepare for the reading sections of the course, including a range of media texts such as news 
reports, opinion pieces and speeches.  We will also build on writing skills, considering various purposes, 
such as writing to describe, explain and inform.  You will also participate in group and class discussions, and 
give individual talks.   
 
The English Literature course will involve studying a selection of set texts in preparation for two exams.  The 
ǘŜȄǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ά¢ƘŜ aŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ ƻŦ ±ŜƴƛŎŜέΣ ά5Ǌ WŜƪȅƭƭ ŀƴŘ aǊ IȅŘŜέΣ ά!ƴ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ /ŀƭƭǎέ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ 
anthology.  We will look closely at the effects of the language choice and will always consider the effects 
that social anŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊΩǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ 
   
ASSESSMENT 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE: 
 
External Examination   Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (50%) 
    Section A: Reading. Section B: Writing 

    Paper 2:  Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives (50%) 
Section A: Reading. Section B: Writing 

Speaking and Listening A range of Speaking and Listening Tasks (0% Separate Endorsement) 
 

ENGLISH LITERATURE: 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702 

 
External Examination              Paper 1:  Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel (40%) 

    Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry (60%) 
 

APPROACH 
You will develop and practise the necessary skills through a variety of individual, group and whole-class 
activities. For homework you will be asked to read, make notes, write essays, prepare for a lesson or for 
controlled assessment.  It is important that you should also contribute to discussion, keep good notes on 
your texts, aim for a high standard of accuracy in your written work and continue to read widely. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
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Mathematics                         
Exam board. Edexcel 
Specification.  1MA1 
Further information. http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html 

 
AIM 
The GCSE specification will provide a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study. It builds 
on subject content taught at Key Stage 3 and encourages students to develop confidence in, and a positive 
attitude towards mathematics and to recognise the importance of mathematics in their own lives and to 
society. The course will also provide a strong mathematical foundation for students who go on to study 
mathematics at A-Level. Students will develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical 
methods and concepts. They will acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems, 
reason mathematically and make deductions and inferences and draw conclusions. Students will also need 
to recall, select and apply mathematical formulae. 

CONTENT 
The specification will cover the following six content headings: 
i) Number; ii) Algebra; iii) Ratio, proportion and rates of change; iv) Geometry and measures; v) 
Probability; vi) Statistics. 
Cǳƭƭ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀŎǘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΩΦ  
 
ASSESSMENT 
The qualification consists of 3 equally-weighted written examination papers to be taken in June of Year 
11. Each paper is out of 80 marks. 
 
Paper 1 - non-calculator assessment, 1 hour and 30 minutes long. 
Paper 2 - a calculator is allowed, 1 hour and 30 minutes long. 
Paper 3 - a calculator is allowed, 1 hour and 30 minutes long. 
 
The curriculum content will be assessed across all three papers. Each paper has a range of question types; 
some questions will be set in both mathematical and non-mathematical contexts. The qualification will be 
graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 using the total mark across all three papers, 
where 9 is the highest grade. 
 

CONTENT WEIGHTING 

Number 12 - 18% 

Algebra 27 - 33% 

Ratio, Proportion and Rates of 
change 17 - 23% 

Geometry and Measures 17 - 23% 

Statistics & Probability 12 - 18% 

 

APPROACH 
The course will be delivered by a wide variety of teaching methods, including formal tuition, individual and 
class participation, small group work, practical investigations and use of ICT. You will also have homework 
which will be used to consolidate, revise and extend content taught in lessons.  
 
It is important that a scientific calculator is brought to every lesson as it is essential for many GCSE topics. 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
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Combined Science  
Exam board. AQA 

Specification: Combined Science: Trilogy (8464) 

Further information: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464 

   

AIM 
During Key Stage 4, students learn about the way Science and Scientists work within society. They consider 
the relationships between data, evidence, theories and explanations, and develop their practical, problem-
solving and enquiry skills, working individually and in groups. They evaluate enquiry methods and 
conclusions both qualitatively and quantitatively, and communicate their ideas with clarity and precision. 
 
All students ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ 
about lifestyles, and to Scientific and technological developments in society.  Most students also develop 
their understanding and skills in ways that provide the basis for further studies in Science and related areas. 
 
CONTENT 
All students will study Sciences as part of their core curriculum. As part of Combined Science they will, of 
course, study all three disciplines Biology, Chemistry and Physics within this course.  This leads to a GCSE in 
Combined Sciences (worth 2 GCSEs).   Topics studied include: 
 

Biology 
ω Cell Biology 
ω Transport Systems 
ω Health, Disease and the 

Development of Medicines 
ω Coordination & Control 
ω Photosynthesis  
ω Ecosystems 

¶ Inheritance, Variation & 
Evolution 

 
 

Chemistry 
ω Atomic Structure & the 

Periodic Table 
ω Structure, Bonding & the 

Properties of Matter 
ω Chemical Changes 
ω Energy Changes in Chemistry 
ω The Rate & Extent of Chemical 

Change 
ω Chemical Analysis 
ω Chemical & Allied Industries 
ω Earth & Atmospheric Science 
 

Physics 

¶ Energy 

¶ Forces 

¶ Forces & Motion 

¶ Waves in Matter 

¶ Light & Electromagnetic 
Waves 

¶ Electricity 

¶ Magnetism & 
Electromagnetism 

¶ Particle Model of Matter 

¶ Atomic Structure 

 
ASSESSMENT 
The qualification consists of 6 equally-weighted written examination papers. There are two papers for 
each of the different Science disciplines. Each paper is out of 70 marks and are 1 hour and 15 minutes 
long.  
 
 
APPROACH 
The course is delivered through a variety of different teaching methods, including individual and class 
participation, small group work and a large amount of practical investigations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464
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Religious Studies 
AQA  
Specification A Christianity and Buddhism 8062BA 
Further information. http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062 
 
AIM 
Students will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them 
to develop their own attitudes towards religious issues. Students will also gain an appreciation of how 
religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture. They will develop analytical and critical 
thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract ideas, and research skills.  
 
CONTENT 
¢ƘŜ ǎȅƭƭŀōǳǎ ƛǎ !v!Ωǎ ΨwŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ !ΩΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ two components: 
Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices. Students will study the beliefs, 
teachings and practices of Buddhism and Christianity and their basis in Buddhist and Christian sources of 
wisdom and authority. 
Component 2: Thematic studies covers four religious, philosophical and ethical studies themes 
 
Theme 1: The existence of God and revelation: Philosophical arguments for and against the existence of 
God 
Issues covered include: The Design argument, including its strengths and weaknesses. The First Cause 
argument, including its strengths and weaknesses; evil and suffering as an argument against the existence 
of God; arguments based on science against the existence of God. 
Theme 2: Religion, peace and conflict: 
 Issues covered include: The meaning and significance of: peace; justice; forgiveness; reconciliation; 
Violence, including violent protest; Terrorism; Reasons for war; pacifism. Religion and belief as a cause of 
war and violence in the contemporary world; Nuclear weapons, including nuclear deterrence; Religion and 
peace-making in the contemporary world including the work of individuals influenced by religious teaching. 
Theme 3: Religion, crime and punishment 
Issues covered include: Reasons for crime, including poverty and upbringing, mental illness and addiction, 
greed and hate, opposition to an unjust law; Views about people who break the law for these reasons; 
Views about different types of crime, including hate crimes, theft and murder. 
The aims of punishment; The treatment of criminals; forgiveness; ethical arguments related to the death 
penalty, including those based on the principle of utility and sanctity of life. 
Theme 4: Religion, human rights and social justice.   
Issues covered include: Prejudice and discrimination in religion and belief; Issues of equality, freedom of 
religion and belief; Human rights and the responsibilities that come with rights 
Attitudes to wealth; the uses of wealth; the responsibilities of wealth, including the duty to tackle poverty 
and its causes; Exploitation of the poor; charity 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Component One: Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Questions:  Each religion has a common structure of two five-part questions of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks. 
Component Two:  Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Questions:  Each theme has a common structure of one five-part question of 1, 2, 4, 5 and 12 marks. 
 
Each component accounts for 50% of the total full course marks. 
 
 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062


14 

Geography 
Exam Board: AQA A  
Specification: 8035 
Further Information: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035  

AIM 
This course provides students with the opportunity to understand more about the world and the challenges it faces. 
The course will deepen understanding of geographical processes and the interaction between people and the 
environment as well as promoting an understanding of the need for sustainable management of both physical and 
human environments. Students will learn to appreciate the differences and similarities between people, places and 
cultures leading to an improved understanding of societies and economies. GCSE Geography will inspire students to 
explore their place in the world and their own values and responsibilities to other people and to the environment. 

CONTENT 
Students will extend their knowledge of locations, places, environments and processes. Students will find out about 
both physical and human features of different areas across the globe. They will learn to recognise different 
relationships between people and the environment. Students will be able to look in detail at some countries which 
will form the basis of case studies. As well as looking at the global picture, students will also look a bit closer to home 
and study the UK geography including its landscape, environmental challenges, climate, geology, geomorphic 
processes and human activity. As such, fieldwork will form part of the GCSE course and students will explore both 
physical and human environments investigating geographical processes and human interaction. The students will 
collect their own data and investigate geography by seeing it in action. Students will also learn further practical 
geography skills such as being able to use maps and digital systems to analyse and evaluate areas of interest. 
 

UNIT ONE: Living with the Physical Environment (35%).  

¶ Section A: The Challenge of Natural Hazards ς Tectonic hazards, Weather hazards, Climate change 

¶ Section B: Living World ς Rainforests and Hot Deserts 

¶ Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK ς Coasts and Rivers 
The study of changing weather and climate will be a key part of the GCSE programme demonstrating the relevance of the subject 
to the modern world. Students will see how the climate is changing, what consequences this might have and even formulate 
ways of reducing this issue. Global ecosystems and biodiversity will be analysed along with how humans interact with these 
ecosystems and use global resources such as oil. Students will also understand how we can develop sustainable management of 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ 
Assessed by 1 ½ hour exam: to include multiple choice questions, short responses & extended written answers 
 

UNIT TWO: Challenges in the Human Environment (35%). Topics include; 

¶ Section A: Urban Issues and Challenges ς World cities, Urbanisation, UK cities, Urban planning 

¶ Section B: The Changing Economic World ς Development, Trade, Aid, Debt, Changing Economy in Nigeria 
and the UK 

¶ Section C: The Challenge of Resource Management ς Energy, Food and Water ς focus on food 
Students will explore human issues and consider how our cities and society are changing. The students will compare countries 
with different levels of development and how they can be managed sustainably. Finally they will also look at the global economic 
issues and how countries work together to address them. 
Assessed by 1 ½ hour exam: to include multiple choice questions, short responses & extended written answers 
 

UNIT THREE: Geographical applications (30%) to include:  

¶ Section A: Issue Evaluation ς questions on any geographical theme given in a pre-release booklet 

¶ Section B: Fieldwork ς students will be asked questions on their field work enquiry 
Assessed by: 1 hour exam 

APPROACH 
The subject will be taught using a wide variety of methods including data interpretation; map and photograph 
interpretation; the analysis of satellite imagery, GIS as well as practical work involving field experimentation and 
investigation. The range of approaches used throughout the course will allow students to develop communication 
skills, technological skills, interpersonal skills and problem solving capabilities. Throughout the course contemporary 
examples will be used to support the concepts and issues being studied in our rapidly changing world. The key 
approach will be an enquiry based approach with an emphasis of investigating key issues and developing a range of 
skills to help our students today and in the future. 
 

ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜΗέ 

Michael Palin 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
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History 
EXAM BOARD: AQA 

SPEC: 8145 
FURTHER INFORMATION:  HTTP://WWW.AQA.ORG.UK/SUBJECTS/HISTORY/GCSE/HISTORY-8145 
 
                                                 
AIM 
The course is designed to enable students to develop their knowledge and understanding of a range of different 
periods as well as their skills of historical enquiry. They are encouraged to question how the past has been 
represented and present their own judgements. 
 
CONTENT 
The course includes the following topics: 
ω Crime & Punishment through Time - foundation unit (non-examined) 
ω Medicine through Time 
ω The Golden Age of Elizabethan England 
ω Germany and the Rise of Hitler’s Nazi Party 
ω The Cold War 
 
ASSESSMENT 
There are 4 distinct units examined across two papers. Each exam paper is 1hr 45 mins and worth 50% of the total 
marks 
Unit 1 - Medicine Through Time 
This is a study in the development of medicine and public health from the Middle Ages until the present day. Topics 
include the treatment of disease and infection, breakthroughs in surgery and the formation of the NHS after WWII. 
Unit 2 - The Golden Age of Elizabethan England 
This is a depth study, in which students examine the reign of Elizabeth and the major events and changes that 
occurred in the late sixteenth century. They examine the personality of Elizabeth, her relationship with her court and 
her parliament, they look at key events such as the Spanish Armada and ground-breaking social and cultural changes 
associated with the age of Shakespeare.  
Unit 3 - DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƛǎŜ ƻŦ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ bŀȊƛ tŀǊǘȅ 
This unit focuses on a turbulent period in German history as it switched from democracy to dictatorship. Students 
examine the rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party and the establishment of totalitarian government during the Third Reich. 
Students will also study the methods used to ensure loyalty to the Nazis through the use of fear, indoctrination and 
censorship. 
Unit 4 - The Cold War 
This unit provides an opportunity to conduct a wider world study. Students examine the origins of tensions between 
East and West in the aftermath of WWII. They will look at the characteristics of Cold War, such as spying and the 
arms race as well as key events that brought the world to the brink of a nuclear holocaust, such as the Cuban Missile 
Crisis. 
       
APPROACH 
Lessons are taught in an engaging and challenging manner. Students are encouraged to take an active part in group 
tasks, role plays and debates. Considerable time is also spent developing skills of source analysis and extended writing 
skills to prepare students for their final written exams. There will also be the opportunity for extra-curricular 
activities, including History workshop, video conferences with the National Archives and visits by constumed 
interpreters. Outside of school hours we offer a number of special excursions. A Crime & Punishment day, where we 
visit the London Dungeons and go on a Jack the Ripper Tour (Y9); a Medicine through Time Weekend, where we visit 
ǎƛǘŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ CƭŜƳƛƴƎΩǎ [ŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ όмлύ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ visit to Berlin (Y11).  History 
promotes critical reasoning, decision making and problem solving abilities.  Above all, it requires you to think for 
yourself and appreciate the viewpoints of others.  It encourages a range of communication skills and is highly valued 
by employers. It is particularly useful for careers in law, journalism, media and tourism as well as management. 

 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145
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Modern Foreign Languages – French/Spanish 
                                  

Modern Foreign Languages – French/Spanish 
Exam board: AQA 
Specification codes French: 8658 Spanish: 8698 
French http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658 
Spanish http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698  
                                  

AIM 

ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ŀ D/{9 ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ability and ambition 
to communicate with native speakers in speech and writing. The study of a modern foreign language at 
D/{9 ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
boundaries and develop new ways of seeƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ - Department for Education, 2015 

Knowledge of a modern foreign language is an essential skill in an ever-changing world. In a 2013 survey of 
businesses by the Confederation of British Industry only 36 per cent were satisfied with their emplƻȅŜŜǎΩ 
language skills. Seven out of ten businesses stated that they value language skills in their employees. French 
ŀƴŘ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŦƛǾŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ 
and half of UK businesses rate these languages as useful to their organisation. 

Our aim at FSG is to prepare our students to compete in the modern world, whilst broadening their cultural 
horizons and enriching their knowledge of the rich cultures which surround them. The GCSE language 
courses will not only teach students to be able to use French or Spanish proficiently, but also introduce 
them to new cultures and societies. 

CONTENT 
At GCSE level, you will learn to use your language of choice in a range of contexts, including personal, 
academic and employment-related use. You will be expected to understand and use language for different 
situations, such as in formal and informal contexts. The overarching aim of the three-year course will be to 
teach you to use the target language spontaneously and naturally, with little emphasis on rote learning, 
giving more prominence to transferrable language skills. You will study three main themes, which are then 
divided into sub-themes: 
 
Theme 1: Identity and Culture – Family, Hobbies, Festivals & Traditions 
Theme 2: Local, National, International & Global Areas of Interest - Where we live, Holidays & The Environment  
Theme 3: Current & Future Study and employment – School, Work Experience & Jobs 

 
       
ASSESSMENT 
Students will be assessed in examinations in the four key areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing 
and each examination, sat in year 11, will constitute an important part of the overall GCSE grade. 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698
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Art & Design 
AQA 
QA 8202   
Further info: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art -and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/introduction 

 
AIM 
This dynamic and exciting course will encourage and expand your artistic skills and increase your powers of 
creativity through observation, experimentation, technical workshops, analysis and imagination.  
 
CONTENT 
The emphasis is on achieving a balance of technical skill and personal expression, with the first half of each 
/ƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ¦ƴƛǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭƭȅ ōȅ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 
Our approach allows for an increasingly flexible structure as the course progresses and an excellent choice 
of experiences tailored to meet the needs and aspirations of each individual student.   
 
Year 9:  Foundation time to explore a range of approaches and media with a Gallery Visit in Term 1/2 
Year 10: Coursework ς Portfolio Unit tailored to personal choice. Workshops and Gallery Visit Term 6 
Year 11:  Highly Personalised Coursework in Terms 1 & 2 then externally Set Task in Terms 3 & 4 
                       
A wide range of disciplines are available to each student from which to construct an individual programme: 
 
Drawing and Painting              Sculpture/Ceramics 
Printmaking/Textiles   Lens based Media (Photography) 
Mixed Media    Light-based Media (Computers) 
 
Responding to the work of artists and designers enhances your own perception and visits to see Art & 
Design at first hand are an essential part of the course.   
Other optional opportunities include: Working with Community Arts organisations, Competitions, Life 
Drawing (for Year 11 held after School), etc. 
Work from both observation and imagination is required and you will record your ideas, experiments, 
research, etc., within a work-journal. The use of photographic and digital imagery maybe incorporated into 
your artwork. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Your Coursework Portfolio (60%) and the work you produce for the Externally Set Task (40%) is assessed 
by AQA at the end of the course ς Teacher assessment and group debate is continuous throughout the 
course. 
 
APPROACH 
You will be given supportive teaching and encouragement from experienced teachers to gain the 
confidence to develop your own ideas and imagination, and produce highly personalised artwork.  These 
qualities lay the foundations and experience for future advanced study in many exciting careers:- 
 

Architecture Fine Art Multimedia Design Graphic Design Interior Design 

Media TV/Film Fashion/Textiles Computer Animation Ceramics/Glass Art Conservation 

Teaching History of Art/Design Exhibition Design Photography Web Design 

Illustration Landscape Gardening Industrial Design Printing/Publishing Art Therapy 

Theatre Design Special Effects Gallery Curator Jewellery Product Design 

 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/introduction
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Business 
Pearson BTEC Level 2 First Award in Business 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/business-2012-nqf.html 
 
 
 

 
 
Aim 
This is the ideal qualification for students who want to engage in a practical study of how real world 
businesses work. This qualification is designed to support those who have a keen interest in working in 
the business sector in the future and perhaps to inspire the entrepreneurs of tomorrow. It enables 
students to develop, enhance and apply their research, practical, communication and technical skills 
through creating and presenting a business plan for a realistic business start-up in their local area. 
Students will study finance and analyse key financial statements (e.g. profit and loss accounts, and 
balance sheets), reviewing their importance in the successful financial management of a business.  
 

 

Content 
 

Students will study two mandatory units and choose a further two units from six optional units, providing 
a broad introduction to the business sector.  
 
 
Mandatory units are: 
Finance for Business ς this unit covers the key aspects of finance that underpin all businesses such as 
profit and loss, financial planning and cash flow forecasting  
Enterprise in the Business World ς covers the development of business models and looks at the key 
trends, structures and other factors that help a business become successful. 

 
Proposed Optional units are Promoting a Brand and Introducing Retail Business  
 
Assessment 
 
The majority of work is assessed through internal assessment with a final online examination. 
 
Approach 
 
The course is designed to develop future business leaders by providing a sound understanding of business 
and ensuring the students have the skills needed to begin a career in business. All assignments are 
designed with a vocational context so students can apply ideas to real life business examples preparing 
them immediately for the changing business environment. The course will be filled with practical 
assignments and under pinned with an external exam. All of the examples used will be contemporary so 
will remain current and relevant. 

With Business Services at the heart of 
of the UK economy, (30% of 

employees work in these sectors) this 
qualification provides an invaluable 
insight into the world of creating, 

running and/or working for a 
successful business. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/business-2012-nqf.html
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Computing                          

OCR (J276)  
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016/ 
 
GCSE Computing put simply, is problem solving.  You will learn various techniques to breakdown, simplify and solve 
problems. These problem solving techniques are useful in most careers, not just those that involve coding. 
Why study Computing?  LǘΩǎ ŀ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ /ƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΤ 
with girlsΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƭŜǎǎΦ  {ƻ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ŀ /ƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 
ŦƻǊ ƎƛǊƭǎΦ  Wǳǎǘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜō ŦƻǊ ΨǘƻǇ ƧƻōǎΩ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ /ƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ млΦ  
This subject is ideally suited to those who enjoy thinking, solving problems, have a logical mind and most of all, 
someone who has plenty of perseverance.   Or perhaps this does sound like you?   
 
This course will teach you at least two coding languages and increase your technical knowledge and vocabulary.   
 
AIMS 

¶ The course will give learners a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology works. Learners will be 
very familiar with the use of computers and other related technology. However, the course will give them an 
insight into whŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ΨōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎΩΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƛƴŘ ŀōǎƻǊōƛƴƎΦ 

¶ The course provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment in the field of Computer Science. 
The increasing importance of information technologies means there is a growing demand for professionals 
qualified in this area. Learners who have taken GCSE Computing and who then progress to study the subject at 
A Level or university will have an advantage over their colleagues who are picking up the subject at these levels. 

¶ The course will develop critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills through the study of computer 
programming.   For many learners, it will be a fun and interesting way to develop these skills, which can be 
transferred to other subjects and even applied in day-to-day life.  The course is excellent preparation for those 
who want to study or work in areas that rely on these skills, especially where they are applied to technical 
problems. These areas include engineering, financial and resource management, science and medicine. 

 
CONTENT 
There are 3 modules in Computing: 
Computing Systems  
This includes topics such as system security, memory, storage, wired/wireless networks and network topology. 
Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming 
This includes topics such as programming techniques, computational logic and data representation. 
Programming project 
The exam board set 3 problems to solve each year.  Students choose just one of these problems to solve.  They can 
use any language to solve it. 

 
ASSESSMENT 
The 3 units are assessed and weighted in the following way: 

Unit Assessment Weighting 

1 Exam paper: 1 hour 30 min 40% 

2 Exam paper: 1 hour 30 min 40% 

3 Controlled Assessment 20% 

 

APPROACH 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ΨtȅǘƘƻƴΩ during year 9.  Some time is also spent on VB.net coding as well. All programming 
techniques are taught in a fun and practical way.  This will give students the skills and confidence to complete the 
controlled assessment later in the course.  During the course, computing knowledge is taught in bite sized amounts.  
This subject knowledge is then examined at the end of the course when students have a deeper understanding of 
computing and are more naturally converse with its vocabulary. 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016/
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Dance 
Exam Board:  AQA 
Specification Code:  8236 
Further Information:  http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236 

 
A comprehensive study of Dance in its physical, artistic, aesthetic and cultural context. 
Through the study of GCSE Dance students learn to choreograph, perform and appreciate dance as an art 
form.  
 
GCSE Dance enables students to engage as choreographers through the:  
ω creative and imaginative response to a range of stimuli  
ω use of imagination, problem solving, creativity and the synthesis of 

ideas 
ω application of knowledge, skills and understanding of choreographic 

forms and devices  
ω communication of ideas, feelings, emotions, meanings and moods 

 
GCSE Dance enables students to engage as performers through the:  
ω application of knowledge, skills and understanding of performing  
ω development of physical, technical, mental and expressive skills  
ω communication of choreographic intention and artistry 

 
GCSE Dance enables students to appreciate dance through the:  
ω articulation of knowledge and critical reflection to inform artistic 

practice  
ω critical appreciation of dance in its physical, artistic, aesthetic and 

cultural contexts  
ω critical analysis, interpretation, evaluation & appreciation of 

professional dance works 
 

GCSE Dance also enables students to:  
ω participate in and appreciate dance from more than one style  
ω critically appreciate at least two professional works by at least two choreographers  
ω work collaboratively with others  
ω develop knowledge, skills and understanding of health, well-being and safe and professional practice 

relevant to dance  
ω improve own work through analysis, critical self-reflection and evaluation 
 

Practical Work: 
 
What is assessed? 
ω Solo performance  
ω Duet/trio performance  
ω Solo or group choreography  
 
How it's assessed 
Performance  
30% of GCSE  
Choreography 
30% of GCSE 
 

Theory: 
 
What is assessed? 

¶ Knowledge and understanding of 
choreographic processes and performing skills  

¶ Critical appreciation of own work  

¶ Critical appreciation of professional works 
 
How it's assessed 
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes 
40% of GCSE 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236


21 

 

 

Drama                                                     
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261 
                            

Why Drama GCSE? 
Drama develops skills that are sought after in any employment, such as communication skills, team work 
and leadership skills, imagination and creative thinking.  
 
AIMS 
This course encourages students to: 
ω apply knowledge and understanding of drama when making, performing and responding to drama  
ω explore performance texts, understanding their social, cultural and historical context including the 

theatrical conventions of the period in which they were created  
ω develop a range of theatrical skills and apply them to create performances  
ω work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas  
ω develop as creative, effective, independent and reflective students able to make informed choices in 

process and performance  
ω contribute as an individual to a theatrical performance  
ω reflect on and evaluate their own work and that of others  
ω develop an awareness and understanding of the roles and processes undertaken in contemporary 

professional theatre practice. 
 
CONTENT 
In Year 9 students will study a play, developing their understanding of the performance context and 
performing extracts from this text. Students will look at roles within the theatre and explore different types 
of staging. They will create their first devised piece, based on a variety of stimuli. 
In Year 10 students will study a second text and perform extracts from this in groups, demonstrating their 
understanding of the era it is set, the form and style of the piece and the actor/audience relationships. 
Students will also devise their own piece of theatre, experimenting with style and form and genre, 
challenging their concept of theatre. 
In Year 11 students will study plays that they will perform to a visiting examiner. They will devise their final 
piece, which is a culmination of the skills they have developed. Students will continue to work towards their 
written exam paper, consolidating their knowledge and developing their interpretation of the text studied 
as well as a review of a live piece of theatre. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment comprises two components: coursework and a written paper: 
ω The Devised Component is internally assessed and externally moderated.   
ω The Texts in Practice Component is performed to a visiting external examiner. 
ω The Understanding Drama Component is a written exam at the end of Year 11.  
 
APPROACH 
This is a very practical course aimed at students who would like to explore Drama and Theatre in more 
depth and have the opportunity to perform on a regular basis. Students will be encouraged to develop their 
own ideas and interpretations of text whilst being introduced to a variety of Drama techniques and theatre 
styles. Students will work in groups throughout the course but will be graded individually. There is a written 
element throughout the course and students are expected to research and record theatre practitioners and 
keep a detailed record of their progress in class as well as final performance evaluations. 
 
 

“I regard the theatre as the greatest of all art forms, the most immediate way in which a 

human being can share with another the sense of what it is to be a human being.ò 

Oscar Wilde 
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/thorntonwi120291.html?src=t_theatre
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/thorntonwi120291.html?src=t_theatre
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Health and Social Care  

Pearson BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Health and Social Care (Qualification Number: 603/0395/5) 

Further information: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html 

About 3 million people in the UK work in health and social care. The sector is one of the largest employers 

in the UK.  In healthcare, this covers careers such as doctors, pharmacists, nurses, midwives, healthcare 

assistants and administrators, while social care roles include care assistants, social workers, occupational 

therapists and counsellors. Demand for both health and social care is likely to continue to rise, so it is sure 

to continue to play a key role in UK society, and the demand for people to fill these vital jobs is very likely 

to increase. 

Aim 

This course provides the opportunity to study how people grow and develop over the course of their 

lives, from infancy to old age, and the factors that may affect this. You will learn about the different 

ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ΨŎŀǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

people who use these services get the care they need. You will develop skills in interpreting data about 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ a plan that will allow them to improve their health and 

wellbeing 

Content 

Learners must study 3 compulsory units 

¶ Human Lifespan Development  and the factors that affect this 

¶ Health and Social Care Services and Values  

¶ Health and Wellbeing 

Assessment 

You will carry out tasks during the course. Your teacher will mark these, which will give you an idea of how you are 

getting on. Towards the end of the course you will do one larger task, where you use the knowledge, skills and 

techniques you have learned to design a health improvement plan. All the work you do throughout the course 

prepares you for this larger task, which is sent away to be marked. 

Approach 

The Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a practical 

learning environment. The main focus is on three areas, which cover: 

 ¶ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ 

their health and wellbeing 

 ¶ attitudes, namely the care values that are vitally important in the sector, and the opportunity to practise applying 

them  

¶ knowledge that underpins the effective use of skills, processes and attitudes, including human growth and 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ 

complement the more theoretical aspects covered in Biology. 

  

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html
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ICT 
 
Exam Board: Edexcel (Pearson) 
Specification:  Level 2 Certificate in Digital Applications (CiDA); 600/6627/1 
Further Information: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/digital-applications-cida-dida/cida-2012.html 

                                                   
ICT is now 100% vocational in nature; this is a practical course with no written exams.  During the first year 
of the course, students learn practical skills in web and multimedia design.  This prepares students for a 
practical web design exam, which takes place in January during year 10.  After the exam, students create a 
multimedia project, which draws upon a large range of ICT skills including use of graphics (photoshop), 
sound editing and video editing.    
 
Throughout the course, students learn about how ICT is used in the wider world.  The course is equivalent 
ǘƻ ŀ D/{9Σ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎǊŀŘŜŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ D/{9ΩǎΤ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ƎǊƛŘ 
can be found below.  This course is new and was introduced to year 9 students in 2016 so we are awaiting 
results.  However, it should be noted that with our previous course, results were the best in the school with 
over 80% of students regularly achieving grade A or better.  With hard work, students should therefore 
expect to achieve a high grade. 
 
AIM 
ω ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΩ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

employment situations, within the ICT sector, particularly in the field of web design.  
ω To develop learner's ability to work autonomously, independently and effectively in an ICT context. 
 
CONTENT 
Unit 1 (25%): Developing Web Products 
Unit 2 (75%): Creative Multimedia 
 
ASSESSMENT 
The assessment of unit 1 is via a practical examination, which takes place in a computer room. For unit 2, 
students create a coursework project.  The project is internally assessed and then moderated externally, by 
the exam board. The overall qualification is graded A* to C.  The GCSE equivalents are: 
 

CiDa GCSE equivalent 

A* 8-9 

A 7 

B 6 

C 4-5 

 
APPROACH 
Students learn a variety of advanced skills and undertake their own project in a modern, practical way that 
is relevant to the workplace.  As the subject is practical in nature, there is no formal homework; however, 
students are encouraged to spend time outside lessons enhancing their coursework project.  The course 
will give students a real experience of working in the world of ICT, particularly in the field of web design.   
 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/digital-applications-cida-dida/cida-2012.html
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Music  
Eduqas C660QS 
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music/gcse/ 

 
AIM                                                              
The course is designed to develop musical knowledge, understanding and skills through performing, 
composing and appraising. It will also promote your cultural development through the study of a wide 
range of music and support your social and personal development through creating and performing music 
with others.  You will broaden your musical experience and interests, develop your imagination and foster 
creativity.  
                                                          
CONTENT 
You will focus on the following areas: 
ω       Performing 30% ς Develop performing skills individually and in groups focusing on communicating 

musically with fluency and control. 4-6 minutes of performance, one piece of which must be an 
ensemble performance. The rest can be solo and/or ensemble. 

ω       Composing 30% ς Develop individual composing skills to organise musical ideas and make use of 
appropriate resources - 2 compositions  

ω       Listening & Appraising  40%   
8 questions based in the areas of study below, two of these questions are based on the set works. 
Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes. 
 

Areas of Study & Set Works 
There are four areas of study and two set works 

• Area of Study 1: Musical Forms and Devices 
• Area of Study 2: Music for Ensemble 
• Area of Study 3: Film Music 
• Area of Study 4: Popular Music 
• Set work 1: Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, Movement 3. Minuet: Mozart (1787) 
• Set work 2: {ƛƴŎŜ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ .ŜŜƴ DƻƴŜΥ wŀƛƴōƻǿ όǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ мфтфύ 

 
APPROACH 
Non Examination Assessment makes up 60% of this course.   
You can expect a mixture of teaching and learning styles ς group work, individual performance, creating 
original compositional ideas at your instrument or computer, researching music from different cultures, 
listening to music from a variety of styles and theoretical work. You will be expected to complete individual 
practice on your instrument/voice away from the lesson. 
 
The Music department offers a wide range of musical activities, and you will be expected to participate in 
appropriate lunchtime activities and concerts in order to develop performing skills and aural awareness. If 
you enjoy playing an instrument or singing, enjoy composing music and are open to a variety of musical 
styles, then you should consider taking Music as a GCSE option. We arrange visits to concerts, courses, 
operas and musicals in London and you should try to take advantage of these opportunities. 

 
 
 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music/gcse/
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Physical Education 
 

NCFE LEVEL 1/2 TECHNICAL AWARD IN HEALTH AND FITNESS 
 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/media/833870/qualification-specification-v3-final.pdf  

  

 
AIM  

Are you a motivated, committed and determined pupil who works well as an individual and as part 
of a team? If so, this Technical Award is a fantastic opportunity for you to gain a brand new, fully 
recognised qualification and develop key life skills within a fun, stimulating learning environment.  
What skills will you need? You will need to be able to work well, both independently and within a 
team. You must have a keen interest in ALL sporting activities and enjoy being physically active both 
indoors and out. Being confident, a good communicator and well organised will help you meet 
homework and synoptic coursework deadlines. 

 

The course is an alternative to a GCSE but offers equivalent levels of rigour and challenge. 
 
CONTENT 
 
 

UNIT ONE: Introduction to body systems and principles of training in health and fitness 

¶ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ΨƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛǘƴŜǎǎΩΣ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘȅ 
health and skill related fitness components in the sporting environment  

¶ They learn of the structure and functions of the main body systems, skeletal, muscular, 
cardiovascular and respiratory. 

¶ Externally Assessed: Written Examination (externally marked) 40% weighting 

 
UNIT TWO: Preparing and planning for health and fitness 
 
 

¶ Students look at how relevant fitness tests can be used for specific health and skill components of fitness 
¶ They develop an understanding of different lifestyle analysis tools and how to apply them  
¶ They devise their own health and fitness programme 

¶ Internally Assessed: Synoptic Project (externally quality assured) 60% weighting 
 
 

APPROACH 

The course is taught using a wide variety of methods to interest and engage. Practical lessons reinforce 

theoretical topics and aim to be fun, competitive, challenging and physical in nature. Theoretical lessons 

require students to discuss opinions, use resources to good effect and be able to work both 

collaboratively and independently to produce a varied portfolio of classwork.  

 

PE = Powerful Education  
 

 

 

https://www.ncfe.org.uk/media/833870/qualification-specification-v3-final.pdf
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Separate Sciences 

Exam board. AQA 

Specification: GCSE Biology (8461), GCSE Chemistry (8462), GCSE Physics (8463) 

Further information:  http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461 

                    http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462 

      http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463 

 

AIM 
During Key Stage 4, students learn about the way Science and Scientists work within society. They consider 
the relationships between data, evidence, theories and explanations, and develop their practical, problem-
solving and enquiry skills, working individually and in groups. They evaluate enquiry methods and 
conclusions both qualitatively and quantitatively, and communicate their ideas with clarity and precision.  
 
All students develop their ability to relate their understanding of Science ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ 
about lifestyles, and to Scientific and technological developments in society.  Most students also develop 
their understanding and skills in ways that provide the basis for further studies in Science and related areas. 
 
Studying the Separate Sciences allows students the opportunity to probe to a greater depth their level of 
understanding of the world around us. It is aimed at able Scientists who have an aptitude and interest for 
Scientific Study.  
 
CONTENT 
 

Biology 
ω Cell Biology 
ω Transport Systems 
ω Health, Disease and the 

Development of Medicines 
ω Coordination & Control 

¶ Photosynthesis 
Ecosystems 

¶ Inheritance, Variation & 
Evolution 

¶ The Genome and Gene 
Expression 

 
 

Chemistry 
ω Atomic Structure & the 

Periodic Table 
ω Structure, Bonding & the 

Properties of Matter 
ω Chemical Changes 
ω Energy Changes in Chemistry 
ω The Rate & Extent of Chemical 

Change 
ω Chemical Analysis 
ω Chemical & Allied Industries 
ω Earth & Atmospheric Science 
ω Organic Chemistry  
 

Physics 

¶ Energy 

¶ Forces 

¶ Forces & Motion 

¶ Waves in Matter 

¶ Light & Electromagnetic 
Waves 

¶ Electricity 

¶ Magnetism & 
Electromagnetism 

¶ Particle Model of Matter 

¶ Atomic Structure 

¶ Space Physics  

 
ASSESSMENT 
The qualification consists of 6 equally-weighted written examination papers. There are two papers for 
each of the Separate Science disciplines. Each paper is out of 100 marks and are 1hour and 45 minutes 
long.  
 
 
APPROACH 
The course is delivered through a variety of different teaching methods, including individual and class 
participation, small group work and a large amount of practical investigations. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463
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